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Exploring Youth Activism Against Plastic Pollution in the Amazon
Objective:
You will be able to…
●
●
●

Determine the central ideas of a video about youth mobilization on plastic waste in the
Amazon rainforest
Analyze the causes of plastic pollution globally and make local connections
Use persuasive writing and visual arts skills to inspire change in your own communities

Warm-up:
1. Take a look at the things around you in your home, or at school.
With this in mind, fill out the following table:
Where did they come from?

Did they come in packaging? If so, what was
the packaging made of?

What happened to the packaging?
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2. Take a moment to think about the waste that’s produced at your home or in your school.

What do you do with your waste?

Where does your waste go when you throw it
in the trash or recycling bin?

3. This lesson will explore the ways in which young people who live along the Tapajós river
address problems that come up when people get rid of their waste in the Brazilian Amazon.
Reflect on the following:

What images come to mind when you think of
the Amazon rainforest?

Where is it?

Who lives there?
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Background:
Joane is 20 years old and lives in Suruacá, located on the Tapajós river in Brazil. The short
documentary film “Joane: Plastic is Killing Us in the Amazon” tells a story about her activism in
response to plastic pollution in the river and forest near her home. The Tapajós, a tributary, is a
part of the greater Amazon river system, the largest in the world by volume. In fact, more water
flows through it than in the next 7 largest river systems combined. What’s more, 20 percent of
the Earth’s fresh water flows through it to the Atlantic Ocean, allowing it to nourish the largest
rainforest ecosystem in the world—the Amazon rainforest.
This lesson plan explores Joane’s way of life and efforts to combat plastic pollution, and
encourages students to reflect on similar issues in their communities and how they can make a
difference.

Introducing the Reporting:
Resource 1: “Joane: Plastic Is Killing Us in the Amazon”
Read Francesc Badi I Dalmases and Palbo Albarenga’s story from Open Democracy.
Write down your answers to the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.
1. What imagery or details does McKenzie use to convey that Hardy feels more at home in
Shaktoolik?
2. Why doesn’t Hardy feel safe in Nome?
3. Hardy states that she feels “betrayed.” What do you think she means?
4. How does the article show that each of the following groups has betrayed Hardy?
a. The criminal justice system?
b. Hardy’s work colleagues?
c. Her union?
d. Her close friends?

Resource 2: “‘We Are All We Have’: Nome Sexual Assault
Victims Find Their Collective Strength”
Read Victoria McKenzie’s story from the National Native News. Or, if you prefer, watch the
video.
Write down your answers to the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.
1. What issue is Joane concerned about in her community?
2. According to the reporting, what are the causes of that issue?
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3. What does Joane say is her motivation for fighting plastic pollution?
4. What are some ways that she chooses to mobilize her community to address this issue?

Reflection:
Write down your answers to the following questions on the same sheet of paper that you used
for the questions above.
1. Optional: What images from the video stand out to you? Why?
2. Optional: How does the reporter choose to end the video? What is the effect of ending
the video with a scene of people putting out a plastic-burning fire in the forest?
3. What obstacles do you think Joane faces in solving the plastic pollution problem?
4. Of the ways she addresses this issue, which do you think will be the most effective? Why?
5. Reflecting on the warm-up activity, compare and contrast the presence of plastic waste in
your community with what you’ve learned about plastic waste in Joane’s.
a. What actions can be taken to address plastic waste in your school or community?

Extension Activity:
Option 1: Letter writing
Write a letter to your principal or to your representative summarizing the video and persuading
them to help lower plastic waste at your school or in your community. Your letter should
include…
●
●

A detail from the video about why plastic waste is detrimental to the environment.
An explanation of what actions can be taken to address plastic waste in your school or
community.

Option 2: Youth advocacy
The video shows that youth can raise the profile of issues important to them using visual art.
What is an environmental issue in your community that you would like to see solved? Like
Joane, think of a way that visual tools (like her photo of the boat made of plastic) can be used to
raise awareness about the issue. Compose a photo, create a poster, or draw a picture that will
help solve the issue of your choice. As you prepare your project, consider the following:
●
●

What text or images will encourage the change you seek?
Where can you put your finished artwork/how can you publicize it so that it will raise the
most awareness?

