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Example: What would you do if you could change/ create a law?

Example: How do the characters in the story develop or enhance the theme?

Example: What does Shakespeare mean by saying “Me, poor man, my library 
Was dukedom large enough?”

Example: How does the quote “How features are abroad
I am skilless of, but, by my modesty,
The jewel in my dower, I would not wish
Any companion in the world but you,
Nor can imagination form a shape
Besides yourself to like of. (III.ii.)” and the love story of Miranda and Ferdinand from 
Shakespeare’s The Tempest relate to other Shakespearean love stories? 

Example: How did going to school shape you as a person?

Example: Why is this lesson meaningful and useful to your everyday life?



1) What would you do if you were taken captive by a Native American tribe, like 
Mrs. Mary Rowlandson, or tattooed by a tribe, like Olive Oatman? 

2) What would you do if you realized that you believed in the stereotypical single 
story? 

3) What would you do if you were shipwrecked and stranded on an island like 
Ferdinand from The Tempest?

1) What does Shakespeare’s theme of “The Difficulty of Distinguishing ‘Men’ from 
‘Monsters’” say about human behavior? 

2) How does a person’s beliefs and experiences influence their opinion on a 
topic? 

3) Why is it important to consider the idea of a single story when reading and 
interpreting the accounts of Ms. Mary Rowlandson and Olive Oatman? 

1) How does the idea of power play a role in The Tempest?
2) How does Prospero’s treatment of Caliban (The Tempest) relate to the Native 

American’s treatment of Ms. Mary Rowlandson and Olive Oatman?
3) Why is it important to learn about human behavior in different cultures and 

countries, such as those described in the Pulitzer Center Stories? 

1) Answer: Shakespeare’s theme of “The Difficulty of Distinguishing ‘Men’ from ‘Monsters’” shows that 
when humans are put in unfamiliar or dangerous situations, they lose their morals and act savagely. 
Evidence: “ANTONIO: I’m not kidding when I say this, I’m not joking around like usual. You should be 
serious too when you listen to what I’m saying. You can become a great man if you listen to me. 
(Act 1 Scene 2 Page 12 Line 185)”

2) Answer: A person’s beliefs and experiences influence their opinion on a topic through biases. For 
example, if a person had a first hand experience with being tormented by Native Americans, such 
as Mrs. Mary Rowlandson in her captivity, it is difficult believe that they could be anything but 
savages.  
Evidence: “the savageness and brutishness of this barbarous enemy. (Rowlandson)”

3) Answer: It is important to consider the idea of a single story when reading and interpreting both 
narratives about Native Americans written by Ms. Mary Rowlandson and Olive Oatman because 
they are biased. 
Evidence: “Oh the roaring, and singing and dancing, and yelling of those black creatures in the 
night, which made the place a lively resemblance of hell. (Rowlandson)”  

1) Answer: The idea of power plays a role in The Tempest by fueling Prospero’s actions of revenge, 
Antonio and Sebastian's need to be rulers, and Caliban’s need to dethrone Prospero.
Evidence: “ANTONIO: I’m not kidding when I say this, I’m not joking around like usual. You should be 
serious too when you listen to what I’m saying. You can become a great man if you listen to me. 
(Act 1 Scene 2 Page 12 Line 185)”

2) Answer: Prospero’s treatment of Caliban relates to the Native American’s treatment of Ms. Mary 
Rowlandson and Olive Oatman through their commanding and abusive manner. 
Evidence: “Come forth, I say! There’s other business for thee.
Come, thou tortoise! When? (Act 1 Scene 2 Page 15 Line 320)”

3) Answer: It is important to learn about human behavior in different cultures and countries because it 
teaches people to view ideas from a different perspective, and see what systems work in one place 
compared to another.  
Evidence: “For these underground dwellers, at least for the time being, the dream is much simpler: 
make a life for themselves and find a place to eat and sleep, even if it means living in small, often 
dank rooms. As the cheapest housing in all of the city, at 400 to 800 renminbi (roughly $64 to $128) a 
month, rooms are often around 160 square feet, or smaller, separated from other quarters by a 
sheet of plywood. (Beijing's Rat Tribe: The Chinese Dream Goes Underground)”

1) Answer: If I was taken captive by a Native American tribe, I would have been terrified and reacted 
similarly to Mrs. May Rowlandson. The experience of being held against your will, knowing that you 
might die at anytime, is horrifying, and would have made me biased towards other Native 
Americans. 
Evidence: “Oh the roaring, and singing and dancing, and yelling of those black creatures in the 
night, which made the place a lively resemblance of hell” and “the savageness and brutishness of 
this barbarous enemy. (Rowlandson)”

2) Answer: If I realized that I believed in the stereotypical single story, I would do my best to correct my 
beliefs by researching the non-biased form of information. 
Evidence: "I'm a storyteller. And I would like to tell you a few personal stories about what I like to call 
"the danger of the single story. (00:03)"

3) Answer: If I was shipwrecked and stranded on an island like Ferdinand, I would have been 
frightened and sad because I would not know how to survive, if my family survived the shipwreck, or 
if I would ever go home again. 
Evidence: “The ditty does remember my drowned father.
This is no mortal business, nor no sound
That the earth owes. I hear it now above me. (Act 1 Scene 2 Page 19 Line 400)”



1) Why did Shakespeare choose to incorporate the human desire for power into 
his play The Tempest?

2) Why did Ms. Mary Rowlandson and Olive Oatman repeatedly describe the 
Native Americans as brutal, inhumane, savages?

3) Why did Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie choose to incorporate personal 
experiences relating to her idea of “The Danger of a Single Story,” such as her 
college professor believing that all Africans were starving and poor?

1) How does the quote “How features are abroad, I am skilless of, but, by my modesty, The 
jewel in my dower, I would not wish, Any companion in the world but you, Nor can 
imagination form a shape, Besides yourself to like of. (III.ii.)(From The Tempest)” and the love 
story of Miranda and Ferdinand from Shakespeare’s The Tempest relate to other 
Shakespearean love stories? 

2) How does the quotes “Oh the roaring, and singing and dancing, and yelling of those black 
creatures in the night, which made the place a lively resemblance of hell” and “the 
savageness and brutishness of this barbarous enemy” from Ms. Mary Rowlandson’s  
narrative relate to Olive Oatman’s narrative?

1) What does Shakespeare mean by having Prospero say “The rarer action is
In virtue than in vengeance? (Act 5 Scene 1 Page 2 Lines 27-28)”

2) What does Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie mean by "the danger of the single 
story?"

3) What does Chi Yin Sim infer by calling the Chinese people living underground 
the city of Beijing “The Beijing's Rat Tribe?”

1) How does the personality of each character from The Tempest affect the 
outcome of the story? 

2) What is the conspiracy behind Olive Oatman’s chin tattoo? 

1) Answer: I believe that Shakespeare chose to incorporate the desire for power into his play to show that all 
humans want to be in control and in power. It also shows how humans react when put in an unfamiliar situation. 
Evidence: “ANTONIO: I’m not kidding when I say this, I’m not joking around like usual. You should be serious too 
when you listen to what I’m saying. You can become a great man if you listen to me.(Act 1 Scene 2 Page 12 Line 
185)”

2) Answer: I believe that Ms. Mary Rowlandson and Olive Oatman repeatedly described the Native Americans as 
brutal, inhumane savages to emphasize their opinion that the white people were good, innocent victims, while 
the Native Americans were evil people who preyed on the white people. 
Evidence: “Oh the roaring, and singing and dancing, and yelling of those black creatures in the night, which 
made the place a lively resemblance of hell. (Rowlandson)”

3) Answer: I believe that Adichie chose to incorporate personal experiences relating to her idea of “The Danger of a 
Single Story,” such as her college professor believing that all Africans were starving and poor to prove to the 
audience that listening to a single story is dangerous because of the biases and stereotypes that it can create. 
Evidence: “My American roommate was shocked by me. She asked where I had learned to speak English so well, 
and was confused when I said that Nigeria happened to have English as its official language. She asked if she 
could listen to what she called my ‘tribal music,’ and was consequently very disappointed when I produced my 
tape of Mariah Carey. (04:04)”

1) Answer: This quote is about the love story between Miranda and Ferdinand, and relates 
to other Shakespearean love stories through the theme of “love at first sight.” For 
example, in Romeo and Juliet, the two protagonists see each other at a party and 
instantly fall madly in love, willing to do anything to be with each other. 
Evidence: "snowy dove trooping with crows...Did my heart love till now?...forswear it, 
sight!...I ne'er saw true beauty till this night." ( Act 1 Scene 5 Page 2 Line 46-51) (From 
Romeo and Juliet)

2) Answer: These quotes from Ms. Mary Rowlandson’s narrative relate to Olive Oatman’s 
narrative through their detailed descriptions of the savage and brutal actions of the 
Native Americans against the white people. 
Evidence: In the narrative of Olive Oatman’s life, we learn that the Native Americans 
brutally murdered Olive Oatman’s family when they could not comply to their orders. 

1) Answer: By having Prospero say “The rarer action is 
In virtue than in vengeance,” Shakespeare means that it is better to forgive one's enemy than to hate them and seek 
revenge. 
Evidence: Instead of seeking revenge on those who wronged him, Prospero removes the curse of the island and send 
everyone home. 

2) Answer: When Adichie said “the danger of a single story,” she is saying that we should listen to both sides of story, and realize 
that stories have biases. 
Evidence: “ In fact, I did not know what African authenticity was. The professor told me that my characters were too much 
like him, an educated and middle-class man. My characters drove cars. They were not starving. Therefore they were not 
authentically African. (07:23)”

3) Answer: When Chi Yin Sim called the Chinese people living underground the city of Beijing “The Beijing's Rat Tribe,” she is 
using a derogatory name to show how these people are viewed in society. Since they can not afford to live in a normal 
apartment, they are viewed as treated as “low life rats.” 
Evidence: “Those who have never interacted with these people living underground sometimes think of them as low-lifes and 
criminals who dwell in chaos and squalor, but the basement-dwellers are often simply migrants who throng to Beijing in the 
hopes of attaining the Chinese dream. (Beijing's Rat Tribe: The Chinese Dream Goes Underground)”

1) Answer: The personality of each character from The Tempest affects the outcome of the 
story through their morals and behaviors. For example, Prospero’s vengeful and 
commanding behavior led him to command Ariel to shipwreck the King’s ship and 
disperse its passengers on the island. 
Evidence: https://www.sparknotes.com/shakespeare/tempest/characters/ 

2) Answer: The conspiracy behind Olive Oatman’s chin tattoo is its straight lines. Some 
people say that to get those straight line, she had to sit still and not resist. This created the 
idea that Olive wanted to be tattooed. 
Evidence: 
https://s22658.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/oatman-possible-cover-image.jpg 

https://www.sparknotes.com/shakespeare/tempest/characters/
https://s22658.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/oatman-possible-cover-image.jpg


Yes, I believe that I offered a meaningful analysis of the text, both in the preparation worksheet 
and socratic seminar. In the preparation worksheet, I analyzed multiple quotes from the texts to 

answer the literary analysis questions. In the socratic seminar, I analyzed the text to answer 
questions thoroughly, along with making follow-up answers to others. 

In my opinion, the most meaningful, interesting question asked was 
“How does The Tempest shed light on the idea of colonialism?” 

Colonialism was a major event in history and theme of The Tempest, 
and it is important to acknowledge that when in power, a person 

(such as Prospero and the colonist) can lose their morals and focus 
on their own greed. This relates to the second theme of “the 

Difficulty of Distinguishing ‘Men’ from ‘Monsters.”

As a whole, I think that this seminar was very useful. I 
learned a lot about the element of analysis, along with the 
perspectives of my classmates in the literature we read. I 

really liked having leaders for the seminar because it filled 
the silence and allowed the discussion to flow. 

During next Socratic Seminar, I will 
try harder to ask and answer 

questions. Although it may be 
difficult to participate in a virtual 

Socratic Seminar, I will continue to 
do my best because I want to 
improve and become the best 

student I can be. 

Yes, I believe that I did a great job asking and responding to questions, asking follow-up 
questions, and moving the discussion forward both when I was a participant and leader. During 
the discussion, I asked at least one question, responded to four different people, and made sure 

to move the discussion forward by calling on others to break the silence. 



4 3 2 1

DISCUSSION I ask or respond to 
many questions, ask 
follow-up questions, 

and move the 
discussion forward. 

I ask or respond to 
questions, but may 
not ask follow-up 

questions and move 
the discussion 

forward.

I ask or respond to 
few questions.

I  ask or respond to 
one question. 

ANALYSIS I offer meaningful 
analysis of the text.

I offer sufficient 
analysis of the text.

I offer limited 
analysis of the text.

I offer summary, 
rather than 

analysis. 

HIGHER 
ORDER 

THINKING

I demonstrate 
higher-order 

thinking about the 
text and questions, 
going beyond what 

was taught.

I demonstrate 
higher-order 

thinking about the 
text and questions. 

I demonstrate more 
lower-order thinking 
than higher-order 

thinking.

I demonstrate 
lower-order 

thinking.  

TEXTUAL 
EVIDENCE

I refer directly to the 
text (quotes/page 
#s), meaningfully 
and purposefully.

I refer directly to the 
text (quotes/page 
#s). Evidence is not 
as strong as it could 

be.

I refer indirectly to 
the text (no 

quotes/page #s).

I rely more on my 
opinion than the 

text.

LISTENING I show active 
listening throughout 
the entire seminar. 

I show adequate 
listening.

I show some active 
listening but I am 

not consistent.

I show poor 
listening.

RUBRIC

TOTAL:    / 20 points

COMMENTS:


