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Problemas globales, soluciones locales: El activismo ambiental
Global problems, local solutions: Environmental activism
By Cara Bucciarelli

Lesson 1
El plastico: Un problema global

Essential Question

¢Por qué es problematico el plastico?
What is the problem with plastic?

Warm-up

Students will complete a pre-unit survey that asks them to discuss their current level of
knowledge and attitudes toward ideas that will be featured in the unit.

Focus text(s) / resource(s) for today’s lesson

Plastic that Travels 8,000 Miles: The Global Crisis in Recycling: introduction

Infografia de SINC (Espafa): La era del plastico

Video de Diario Correo (Pert): Isla de basura en el Pacifico

El plastico teacher presentation

El plastico, un problema global student worksheet

Lesson / Activities

Plastico Word Web
1. Ask students to complete a word web with the word plastico / plastic.
a. What is the first idea associated with the word plastic?
b. What related nouns, adjectives or verbs come to mind?

2. Have students discuss the following:
a. Why did certain words come to mind?
b. Did you have a positive, negative or neutral reaction to the word?

Plastico in the News
1. Have students look at headlines from different global news sources about plastics.

This unit was created by Cara Bucciarelli as part of the Spring 2021 Pulitzer Center Teacher Fellowship
program for Chicago Educators on Journalism and Justice.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Pq3Nk9uHs61XPOyxe4xNmr1VsOFumhWy4YqH37Bshh4/copy?usp=sharing
https://pulitzercenter.org/stories/plastic-travels-8000-miles-global-crisis-recycling
https://www.agenciasinc.es/Visual/Infografias/La-era-del-plastico
https://youtu.be/Yd5RNwmLQ8w
https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/El%20pla%CC%81stico_Teacher%20Presentation.pdf
https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/Lesson%201_%20Summary.pdf
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2. Discuss:
a. What words do the headlines share?
b. Do any match the web they created?
c. What words from the headlines are new?

Educator Notes - Some sample headlines:
® Publico (Espaiia): Los micropldsticos ya estdn en la mayoria de rios y arroyos de Esparia
e Naciones Unidas: El uso exagerado del pldstico durante la pandemia de COVID-19 afecta a
los mds vulnerables
Zacatecas en Imagen (México): Zacatecas, en la lucha por ser libre de pldstico
Scidev (Guatemala): Micropldsticos también en playa protegida de Guatemala
El Mostrador (Chile): "De pldstico": Limpiando el lago Uru Uru de Bolivia
The Guardian (UK): Airborne plastic pollution ‘spiralling around the globe’, study finds

Evaluate Global Reporting on Plastic
1. Students will explore plastics pollution around the globe by exploring the following

materials:
e Plastic that Travels 8,000 Miles: The Global Crisis in Recycling (introduction
only)

e Infografia de SINC (Espana): La era del plastico
e Video de Diario Correo (Pert): Isla de basura en el Pacifico (3:03)

2. Afterward, students will think about the following statements and ask whether they
agree or disagree:

a. El plastico es necesario. / Plastic is necessary.

b. El plastico es importante. / Plastic is important.

c. El plastico es un problema global. / Plastic is a global problem..

d. El plastico es un problema global, pero no afecta a todos igualmente. / Plastic is
a global problem, but not one that affects everyone equally.

e. El plastico no es el problema, sino cémo lo usamos. / Plastic isn’t the problem,
the problem is how we use it.

They can use these statements as well when thinking about their exit slip below.

Closing

Exit slip assighnment using sentence frames
Using the El plastico, un problema global student worksheet, students will summarize what
they just learned about plastics pollution using a series of sentence frames.

*Educator note: The frames can be customized for students and/or classes based on grammar
objectives.*

Potential starters/ grammatical chunks: Potential conjunctions:

This unit was created by Cara Bucciarelli as part of the Spring 2021 Pulitzer Center Teacher Fellowship
program for Chicago Educators on Journalism and Justice.


https://www.publico.es/ciencias/microplasticos-mayoria-rios-arroyos-espana.html
https://news.un.org/es/story/2021/03/1490302
https://news.un.org/es/story/2021/03/1490302
https://imagenzac.com.mx/capital/zacatecas-en-lucha-por-ser-libre-de-plastico/
https://www.scidev.net/america-latina/news/microplasticos-tambien-en-playa-protegida-de-guatemala/
https://www.elmostrador.cl/dia/2021/04/08/de-plastico-limpiando-el-lago-uru-uru-de-bolivia/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/apr/12/airborne-plastic-pollution-spiralling-around-the-globe-study-finds
https://pulitzercenter.org/stories/plastic-travels-8000-miles-global-crisis-recycling
https://www.agenciasinc.es/Visual/Infografias/La-era-del-plastico
https://youtu.be/Yd5RNwmLQ8w
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-Yo pienso que... -y
-Yo creo que... -pero
-Me parece... -entonces
-Me importa... -a causa de
-Yo opino que... -debido a
-Yo aprendi que... -antes ___ ;ahora
-Hay que
-Tenemos que

Lesson 2
Un ejemplo

Essential Question

¢Como es un(a) activista? ;Como enfrenta un problema?
What is an activist like? How do they confront a problem?

Warm-up

1. Using the lesson 2 slides: El activismo, show students a series of photographs of past
and present activists from around the world.

2. Using the lesson 2 ;Qué es el activismo? discussion worksheet, students discuss who
they recognize and who they do not:

a. ¢Cudles activistas y/o temas reconoces? ;Por qué reconoces a estos activistas o
estas noticias? Which activists and issues do you recognize? Why might you
recognize certain activists or news stories?

b. ¢Por qué reciben mas atencién ciertas noticias que otras? Why might certain
activists or issues receive more news coverage?

c. ¢Qué es una noticia que no suele ser reportada? What is an underreported
news story?

Focus text(s) / resource(s) for today’s lesson

Lesson 2 Teacher Presentation: El Activismo [PDF]

Lesson 2: ;Qué es el activismo? Class Discussion Worksheet

This unit was created by Cara Bucciarelli as part of the Spring 2021 Pulitzer Center Teacher Fellowship
program for Chicago Educators on Journalism and Justice.



https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/Lesson%202%20Warm-Up_%20Class%20Discussion%20Worksheet.pdf
https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/Lesson%202%20Warm-Up_%20Class%20Discussion%20Worksheet.pdf
https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/Copy%20of%20Lesson%202_%20Activistas.pptx
https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/Copy%20of%20Lesson%202_%20Activistas.pdf
https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/Lesson%202%20Warm-Up_%20Class%20Discussion%20Worksheet.pdf
https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/Lesson%202%20Warm-Up_%20Class%20Discussion%20Worksheet.pdf
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Lesson 2: Pre-reading

Joane: El plastico nos estd matando en el Tapajos Student Worksheet

Lessons 2-4 Teacher Presentation: Perfiles de activistas, slides 2-3 [PDF

Joane: We Can End the Toxic Use and Burning of Plastics (Spanish)

(Joane: El plastico nos esta matando en el Tapajos)

Lesson / Activities

*Educator note: This lesson will take closer to 2-3 days depending on length of class and on how you
may choose to read the article or watch the documentary*

Pre-reading
Students follow the_Lesson 2: Pre-reading slides to categorize types of vocabulary related to
the article as a pre-reading activity.

*Educator Notes*
® Inremote learning, students can complete this activity by moving the vocabulary around on
a Jamboard.

e Ifclass is in person, students can complete individually or in groups, by writing the words or
by receiving individual words on sticky notes or slips of paper.

e Depending on the time allotted, you might choose to select only a few words from this list or
add on others for your students.

Vocabulary:
sustantivos adjetivos verbos
activista cotidiano recoger
plastico abandonado dejar
microplastico exégeno quemar
conciencia envasado descomponerse
acto de concienciacion enlatado cambiar
residuo téxico intervenir
politica (publica) inutil convencer
hoguera convencida devorar

This unit was created by Cara Bucciarelli as part of the Spring 2021 Pulitzer Center Teacher Fellowship
program for Chicago Educators on Journalism and Justice.


https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/Lesson%202%20Prereading%20Activities.pdf
https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/Copy%20of%20Lesson%202_%20Joane_%20El%20pla%CC%81stico%20nos%20esta%CC%81%20matando%20en%20el%20Tapajo%CC%81s.pdf
https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/Copy%20of%20Lessons%202-4_%20Perfiles%20de%20activistas.pptx
https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/Copy%20of%20Lessons%202-4_%20Perfiles%20de%20activistas.pptx
https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/Copy%20of%20Lessons%202-4_%20Perfiles%20de%20activistas.pdf
https://pulitzercenter.org/stories/joane-we-can-end-toxic-use-and-burning-plastics-spanish
https://www.opendemocracy.net/es/joane-el-pl%C3%A1stico-nos-est%C3%A1-matando-en-el-tapaj%C3%B3s/
https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/Lesson%202%20Prereading%20Activities.pdf
https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/Lesson%202%20Prereading%20Activities.pdf
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biodigestor desechable

chispa de esperanza

fuerza

juventud

Reading
Students will read the article and/or watch the documentary about Joane.

1. Have them discuss the two ways the text is presented by comparing the headlines used

2.

for the article across sources.

® OpenDemocracy: Joane: El plastico nos estd matando el el Tapajés
e El Pais: Joane: Acabar con el plastico v el fuego destructor es posible

Discuss:

a. ¢De qué se trata este articulo? / What will this article be about based on the

headline?
b. ;Cudl titular/encabezado prefieres? / Which headline do you prefer?
c. ¢Cual te atrae mas? / Which draws you in more?

d. ¢Cudl es el mas facil de entender? / Which headline do you find easier to

understand?

As students read the article_on the provided worksheet, have them complete

comprehension questions along the way to ensure the objective of understanding the

main idea is met.

*Educator notes: | find it helpful to break down the article in several sections. Alternatively, or in
addition, students can watch the documentary, pausing to answer comprehension questions along
the way.*

Profile of Joane

1.
2.

Present the questions on the second slide of Perfiles de activistas.

Students will complete a profile of Joane by answering the following questions:
a. ¢(Coémo es Joane? / What is Joane like?

b. ¢Cual es el problema en su comunidad? / What is the issue in her community?
c. ¢Cémo es activista? ;Cuales son sus caracteristicas notables? / How does she

exemplify being an activist? What might be her notable qualities?

d. ¢Cémo enfrenta el problema de su comunidad? / How does she confront the

problem in her community?

On slide 3, students will put her actions in order from 1-5.

This unit was created by Cara Bucciarelli as part of the Spring 2021 Pulitzer Center Teacher Fellowship

program for Chicago Educators on Journalism and Justice.


https://www.opendemocracy.net/es/joane-el-pl%C3%A1stico-nos-est%C3%A1-matando-en-el-tapaj%C3%B3s/
https://elpais.com/elpais/2019/06/27/planeta_futuro/1561630094_101590.html
https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/Copy%20of%20Lesson%202_%20Joane_%20El%20pla%CC%81stico%20nos%20esta%CC%81%20matando%20en%20el%20Tapajo%CC%81s.pdf
https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/Copy%20of%20Lesson%202_%20Joane_%20El%20pla%CC%81stico%20nos%20esta%CC%81%20matando%20en%20el%20Tapajo%CC%81s.pdf
https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/Copy%20of%20Lesson%202_%20Joane_%20El%20pla%CC%81stico%20nos%20esta%CC%81%20matando%20en%20el%20Tapajo%CC%81s.pdf
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Lesson 3
Temas locales

Essential Question

¢Qué es la polucién o contaminacién? ;Cdmo nos afecta aqui en Chicago?
What is pollution? How does pollution affect us locally?

Warm-up

Environmental Issues Near You
1. Students will review the map found in the Better Government Association article on
local contamination. Students can explore the environmental statistics found near:
a. Their home
b. Our school
c. Other locations of their choosing.

2. Students will be asked to discuss a series of open-ended questions:

a. ¢Qué notas sobre el mapa? What do you notice about the map?

b. ¢Por qué crees que se ve asi? Why do you think the map looks the way it does?

c. ¢Qué nos dice el mapa sobre la polucién y/o contaminacién en Chicago? What
does this map tell us about pollution/contamination in Chicago?

d. ¢Cdémo definirias el término “justicia ambiental?” ;Y el racismo ambiental? How
would you define the term “environmental justice?” And environmental racism?

e. ¢Como estan relacionados estos términos con el mapa? How are these terms
related to the map?

Focus text(s) / resource(s) for today’s lesson

Better Government Association Interactive Map

Lake Michigan - Plastics:
e 22 Million pounds of plastics enter the Great Lakes every year. Most of the pollution
pours into Lake Michigan
e Unas 10.000 toneladas de plastico acaban en los Grandes Lagos cada ano
e Video (Canal de la Secretaria de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales, México):

Microplasticos

East Side - General Iron:

This unit was created by Cara Bucciarelli as part of the Spring 2021 Pulitzer Center Teacher Fellowship
program for Chicago Educators on Journalism and Justice.


https://www.bettergov.org/news/un-mapa-interactivo-confirma-que-oeste-y-sur-de-chicago-son-los-m-s-afectados-por-la/
https://www.bettergov.org/news/un-mapa-interactivo-confirma-que-oeste-y-sur-de-chicago-son-los-m-s-afectados-por-la/
https://www.bettergov.org/news/un-mapa-interactivo-confirma-que-oeste-y-sur-de-chicago-son-los-m-s-afectados-por-la/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/environment/ct-met-lake-michigan-plastic-pollution-20190904-2xf3qogqv5bpfco2plndapak2q-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/environment/ct-met-lake-michigan-plastic-pollution-20190904-2xf3qogqv5bpfco2plndapak2q-story.html
https://www.lainformacion.com/asuntos-sociales/TONELADAS-PLASTICO-ACABAN-GRANDES-LAGOS_0_982703438.html
https://youtu.be/xl177TBNMYw
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Senalan “racismo ambiental” en Chicago por reubicacién de planta recicladora
Alzando la voz en contra de General Iron

Environmental Racism in Chicago Will be Made Worse by General Iron Facility
Video (WGN): Mavyor Lightfoot halts General Iron permit indefinitely

Pilsen - Lead Pollution:

® Polucién de plomo en Pilsen

e Pilsen residents kept waiting for cleanup of toxic lead contamination
e Planea la EPA limpieza

e EPA Gardening Fact Sheet (Spanish)

Little Village - Crawford Coal Plant:
® Las voces de La Villita después de la demolicién
e City Officials Will Offer Updates On Controversial Hilco Site During Community
Meeting Thursday
® ‘We just want to breathe’: Little Village protest marks anniversary of botched coal plant
demolition
e Video (CBS Chicago): Activists, Residents In Little Village Mark One-Year Anniversary

Of Bungled Smokestack Implosion

Lessons 2-4 Teacher Presentation: Perfiles de activistas, slides 4-5

Lesson / Activities

Lessons 2-4 Teacher Presentation: Perfiles de activistas

Investigating Environmental Issues
1. Students will select one local environmental justice issue to investigate using the

resources listed above. Topics include:

e Plastics and microplastics within Lake Michigan
® The fight against General Iron in East Side

® The lead cleanup in Pilsen

e Air pollution from the Hilco site in Little Village.

2. During their investigation, students will:
a. read articles in both Spanish and English.
b. track key vocabulary in both languages and look for cognates.

3. Students will complete an activist profile of an individual or community organization
featured in the article(s) they read using slides 4-5 of the Perfiles de Activistas slides.

Homework

Video Summary

This unit was created by Cara Bucciarelli as part of the Spring 2021 Pulitzer Center Teacher Fellowship
program for Chicago Educators on Journalism and Justice.


https://es-us.noticias.yahoo.com/se%C3%B1alan-racismo-ambiental-chicago-reubicaci%C3%B3n-185305388.html
https://southsideweekly.com/alzando-la-voz-en-contra-de-general-iron/
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/environmental-racism-chicago-southeast-side-protest
https://youtu.be/N82FtglqyIM
https://medium.com/@anaserna/espa%C3%B1ol-poluci%C3%B3n-de-plomo-en-pilsen-c3e49bd8002c
https://www.chicagotribune.com/politics/ct-pilsen-epa-lead-cleanup-20151006-story.html
https://semspub.epa.gov/work/05/935867.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-08/documents/plv-gardening-fs-2013-sp.pdf
https://southsideweekly.com/voces-de-la-villita-despues-de-la-demolicion/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2021/01/18/city-officials-will-offer-updates-on-controversial-hilco-site-during-community-meeting-thursday/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2021/01/18/city-officials-will-offer-updates-on-controversial-hilco-site-during-community-meeting-thursday/
https://wgntv.com/news/chicago-news/we-just-want-to-breath-little-village-protest-marks-anniversary-of-botched-coal-plant-demolition/
https://wgntv.com/news/chicago-news/we-just-want-to-breath-little-village-protest-marks-anniversary-of-botched-coal-plant-demolition/
https://youtu.be/s7QQKHCypGE
https://youtu.be/s7QQKHCypGE
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Using the vocabulary collected, students will record a short video summary of the articles they
read. In this way, students will gain speaking practice while also providing a brief description of
the issue(s) raised in their focus text to their classmates.

*Educator note: We used Flipgrid, but you could have students record a video or audio recording on
any platform of your choosing. In-person, you can also have students give lightning round-style
presentations to their classmates. Have them pair up. Student A summarizes their article for 1-2
minutes, then student B presents. Then they switch partners and continue in this fashion for a set
length of time or until they have met with everyone. *

Lesson 4: ;A actuar!

Lesson Objective(s) or Essential Question(s)

Students will be able to...
e Complete an activist profile about themselves.
e Identify an issue they would like to participate in solving
e Identify a form of civic action to use

Warm-up

What Kind of Activist Are You?
(slide 6-7 of Perfiles de activistas)

Students will take one of the following quizzes to identify what “kind” of activist they are:
e Ben and Jerry’s: ;Qué tipo de activista eres?
e Oxfam: Cuando actuas por el clima ;qué tipo de activista eres?

Then, as with the activists featured in the article they read, they will now complete a profile
about themselves and their focus issue on slides 6-7 of the Perfiles de Activistas slides.

Focus text(s) / resource(s) for today’s lesson

Sample performance tasks and other resources for students to review depending on what civic
action they choose:

e Letter writing, social media: Alliance for the Great Lakes toolkit
e Infographic: Canva

e Volunteering: Shedd Aquarium Action Days

e Elartivismo: Video de Chicos |IPe

This unit was created by Cara Bucciarelli as part of the Spring 2021 Pulitzer Center Teacher Fellowship
program for Chicago Educators on Journalism and Justice.



https://www.ben-jerrys.es/blog/test-que-tipo-de-activista-eres
https://www.oxfam.org/es/cuando-actuas-por-el-clima-que-tipo-de-activista-eres
https://greatlakes.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/AGL_PlasticsToolkit_Report_FINAL2.pdf
https://www.canva.com/tools/infographic-maker-v1/?utm_source=google_sem&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=REV_US_EN_CanvaPro_Infographic_BMM&utm_term=REV_US_EN_CanvaPro_Best_Design+Infographic_EM&gclid=Cj0KCQjwpdqDBhCSARIsAEUJ0hMvrgRr5xITpsm9PXYSuQ03bTJNu6Ieh2iQDv2X9nYkvKYXhvioFrQaAupWEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.sheddaquarium.org/care-and-conservation/take-action-for-animals/shedd-aquarium-action-days
https://youtu.be/jbKsMIv1d1I
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e Advocates for Youth: Youth Activist Toolkit

Lesson 4: ;Cémo voy a tomar accidon? worksheet

Lesson 4: Yo soy student reflection worksheet

Lesson / Activities

Overview of Performance Task

Using the ;Cdmo voy a tomar acciéon? worksheet, review the performance task with students:
1. Students will design an infographic or call-to-action about an environmental issue of
their choosing. Students will choose from a list of potential options, including:
e Designing a poster or infographic

Creating a video
Writing a poem
Writing letter

Activism Action Plans

Designing artwork that includes language.

Students will use the ;Cdmo voy a tomar accién? Worksheet to create an action plan for their

performance task. This matrix is designed to help students organize their thoughts and
language needs. Sections of the action plan include:

¢Sobre cual tema quiero pasar la voz?
¢Qué problema quiero enfrentar?

What issue do | want to make more well-

known?
What problem do | want to tackle?

tomar acciéon?

Péster

Infografia

Arte con una descripcion
Poema

Carta

Video

Otra cosa:

oo ood

¢Cémo voy a informar a otras personas y/o

How will I inform others or take action?
Poster

Infographic

Art with a description

Poem

Letter

Video

Other:

ooooooo

¢Cual es la informacion mas importante
incluir?

What information is most important to
include?

Palabras que necesito son:

Words that | need are:

Frases que necesito son:

Phrases that | need are:

This unit was created by Cara Bucciarelli as part of the Spring 2021 Pulitzer Center Teacher Fellowship
program for Chicago Educators on Journalism and Justice.


http://www.advocatesforyouth.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Youth-Activist-Toolkit.pdf
https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/Lesson%204_%20%C2%BFCo%CC%81mo%20voy%20a%20tomar%20accio%CC%81n%20Worksheet-4.pdf
https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/Lesson%204%20Yo%20Soy%20Reflection.pdf
https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/Lesson%204_%20%C2%BFCo%CC%81mo%20voy%20a%20tomar%20accio%CC%81n%20Worksheet-4.pdf
https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/Lesson%204_%20%C2%BFCo%CC%81mo%20voy%20a%20tomar%20accio%CC%81n%20Worksheet-4.pdf
https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/Lesson%204_%20%C2%BFCo%CC%81mo%20voy%20a%20tomar%20accio%CC%81n%20Worksheet-4.pdf
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¢Cuales serian los hashtags adecuados? What would the hashtags to my action be?

¢Como soy activista?
Using the Yo Soy reflection worksheet, they will:

e Identify themselves

e |dentify a trait or traits they share with activists
e Identify the issue they care about

e State how they take action.

*Educator Note: Two versions are shared on the worksheet, one with simple sentence frames and
one left blank for students at a higher proficiency level. These quick reflections could be posted with
student projects, turned into a video or slideshow or used as an interpersonal speaking tool.

Rubric

Review the following rubric with students.

The performance task will be evaluated using a rubric that includes language and task
objectives. Language objectives will include elements of language control, vocabulary and
mechanics while task objectives will include use of facts or details to create a persuasive

action.

*Educator Note: | provided students days to complete the profile and call-to-action item.

Closing and Homework (if any)

After completing the performance task and activist profile, students will take a_unit post-
survey that will ask them about:

e their current knowledge of and feelings toward underreported stories

® environmental justice and activism

e the idea of taking action

This unit was created by Cara Bucciarelli as part of the Spring 2021 Pulitzer Center Teacher Fellowship
program for Chicago Educators on Journalism and Justice.


https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/Rubric%20Action%20Project.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1i9hy7ldi_zOp_5sLwKlNUBxKJAINTYDPisuMWWXf1j8/copy?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1i9hy7ldi_zOp_5sLwKlNUBxKJAINTYDPisuMWWXf1j8/copy?usp=sharing

