






Adichie tells us that negative stories about Africans have flattened her experience 
and distorted the truth. How does Hollywood flatten the experience of traditional 

Hawaiian culture, and what can be done to make people’s ideas about Hawaiian 
culture more complete? 

If a surgeon recommended immediate gender reassignment surgery to your child 
who was born intersex, would you agree? Or would you try to make the case that 

not all humans have to be binary?

 

What are the positive aspects of of first encounters between two different cultures?

How can an outsider’s perspective lead to a more accurate view of a situation? 

What effects do the cultures of the colonized have on the colonizers?

 Considering what happened to Mary Rowlandson, would it be right to educate her 
about Indian culture to make her more sympathetic to the causes of the raids, or 

would it be too insensitive? 



In his epilogue to the audience, Prospero says that, without “art to enchant; / ….my 
ending is despair” and begs the audience to set him free. This is a very strange and 
complicated metaphor. What is he saying about art here, and why does the play 

end like this?

Both Ariel and Caliban are natives of the island who are forced to serve Prospero, a 
colonizer and an intruder. Why does Ariel seem to be happy to serve Prospero, 

while Caliban proudly rejects his authority?

In Mary Rowlandson’s text, she refers to the Native Americans as “beasts” and 
“animals.” While it is true that they acted violently, that isn’t the whole picture. How 

does her narrow minded view of Indians compare to the narrow minded view of 
westerners about Africa according to Adichie? 

In contrast to Mary Rowlandson’s experience, Olive Oatman seemed to have retained a positive 
impression of her time with the Natives. Both of them saw their families murdered in front of their 

eyes. To what can we attribute Oatman’s more positive experience?

In the article Intersex and Proud, Yuhong Pang writes: “Usually the first assumption 
people may have after learning that a person raised a boy grew up to be a 

woman is that they are transgender, but the reality is sometimes more complicated 
than that…” What complications is the writer referring to? And how can learning 

about the differences/complications affect people in a positive way?

“I’ll break my staff, / Bury it certain fathoms in the earth, / And deeper than did ever plummet sound / I’ll drown my 
book.” When Prospero is just on the verge of taking his revenge, he renounces his magical powers forever.Why must 

he bury his staff, and drown his book? THese are strange  and symbolical actions. What do they stand for?

Type here.



I referenced the text to help support my answers and relate to other people’s 
questions. However, the text I referred to the most was the Pulitzer stories that not 
everyone has read so it may not have been as meaningful as I make it out to be. 

I really liked the question about Prospero and 
Miranda’s relationship. It’s not something I 
would have thought about before and it 
helped me realize that single stories are 

everywhere, even in Shakespeare’s writing. 

The seminar went really well. I liked how all 
our questions were different. It gave 

everyone equal opportunity to speak and 
develop their thoughts and it was a very 

thought provoking discussion. 

In any future seminars, i want to 
speak more. I should also ask more 

questions, especially when the 
discussion slows down. When I 

have an answer, I’ll make sure to 
speak because I noticed i held 

back sometimes during this 
socratic seminar.  

I responded to a few questions which I think moved the direction forward, but I feel 
as though I could have asked more than one question.  
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DISCUSSION I ask or respond to 
many questions, ask 
follow-up questions, 

and move the 
discussion forward. 

I ask or respond to 
questions, but may 
not ask follow-up 

questions and move 
the discussion 

forward.

I ask or respond to 
few questions.

I  ask or respond to 
one question. 

ANALYSIS I offer meaningful 
analysis of the text.

I offer sufficient 
analysis of the text.

I offer limited 
analysis of the text.

I offer summary, 
rather than 

analysis. 

HIGHER 
ORDER 

THINKING

I demonstrate 
higher-order 

thinking about the 
text and questions, 
going beyond what 

was taught.

I demonstrate 
higher-order 

thinking about the 
text and questions. 

I demonstrate more 
lower-order thinking 
than higher-order 

thinking.

I demonstrate 
lower-order 

thinking.  

TEXTUAL 
EVIDENCE

I refer directly to the 
text (quotes/page 
#s), meaningfully 
and purposefully.

I refer directly to the 
text (quotes/page 
#s). Evidence is not 
as strong as it could 

be.

I refer indirectly to 
the text (no 

quotes/page #s).

I rely more on my 
opinion than the 

text.

LISTENING I show active 
listening throughout 
the entire seminar. 

I show adequate 
listening.

I show some active 
listening but I am 

not consistent.

I show poor 
listening.

RUBRIC

TOTAL:    / 20 points

COMMENTS:


