34 Major Problems in American History

1. Edward Waterhouse, a British Official,
Recounts an Indian Attack on
Early Virginia Settlement, 1622

The houses generally set open to the Savages, who were always friendly entertained
at the tables of the English, and commonly lodged in their bed-chambers. . . .

Yea, such was the treacherous dissimulation of that people who then had con-
trived our destruction, that even two days before the massacre, some of our men
were guided through the woods by them in safety. . . . Yea, they borrowed our own
boats to convey themselves across the river (on the banks of both sides whereof
all our plantations were) to consult of the devilish murder that ensued, and of our
utter extirpation, which God of his mercy (by the means of some of themselves
converted to Christianity) prevented. . . . On Friday morning (the fatal day) the
22 of March, as also in the evening, as in other days before, they came unarmed
into our houses, without bows or arrows, or other weapons, with deer, turkey, fish,
furs, and other provisions, to sell, and truck with us, for glass, beads, and other
trifles: yea in some places, sat down at breakfast with our people at their tables. . . .
And by this means that fatal Friday morning, there fell under the bloody and
barbarous hands of that perfidious and inhumane people, contrary to all laws of
God and men, of nature and nations, 347 men, women, and children, most by their
own weapons; and not being content with taking away life alone, they fell after
again upon the dead, making as well as they could, a fresh murder, defacing, drag-
ging, and mangling the dead carkasses into many pieces, carrying some parts
away in derision. . ..

Our hands which before were tied with gentleness and fair usage, are now set
at library by the treacherous violence of the savages . . . that we, who hitherto have
had possession of no more ground then their waste, and our purchase at a valuable
consideration to their own contentment, gained; may now by right of war, and law
of nations, invade the country, and destroy them who sought to destroy us: whereby
wee shall enjoy their cultivated places. . . . Now their cleared grounds in all their
villages (which are situate in the fruitfullest places of the land) shall be inhabited
by us, whereas heretofore the grubbing of woods was the greatest labor.

2. Indentured Servant Richard Frethorne
Laments His Condition in Virginia, 1623

Loving and kind father and mother, my most humble duty remembered to you
hoping in God of your good health, as I my self am at the making hereof, this is
to let you understand that I your Child am in a most heavy Case by reason of
the nature of the Country is such that it Causeth much sickness, as the scurvy and

Susan Myra Kingsbury, ed., The Records of the Virginia Company of London, 111 (Washington, D.C.:
U.S. Government Printing Office, 1933), 550-551, 556~557.

Richard Frethorne to his mother and father, March-April, 1623, in The Records of the Virginia Company,
ed. Susan M. Kingsbury, IV (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1935), 58-62.
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the bloody flux [dysentery], and divers other diseases, which maketh the body
very poor, and Weak, and when we are sick there is nothing to Comfort us; for
since I came out of the ship, I never ate any thing but peas and loblollie (that is
water gruel) as for deer or venison I never saw any since I came into this land,
there is indeed some fow!, but We are not allowed to go and get it, but must Work
hard both early and late for a mess of water gruel, and a mouthful of bread, and
beef, a mouthful of bread for a penny loaf must serve for 4 men which is most
pitiful if you did know as much as I, when people cry out day, and night, Oh that
they were in England without their limbs and would not care to lose any limb to
be in England again, yea though they beg from door to door, for we live in fear
of the Enemy every hour, yet we have had a Combat with them on the Sunday
before Shrovetide, and we took two alive, and make slaves of them. . .. [W]e are
fain to get other men to plant with us, and yet we are but 32 to fight against 3000
if they should Come, and the nighest help that We have is ten miles of us, and
when the rogues overcame this place last, they slew 80 persons. How then shall
we doe for we lie even in their teeth, they may easily take us but that God is mer-
ciful, and can save with few as well as with many; as he showed to Gilead and
like Gilead’s soldiers if they lapped water, we drink water which is but Weak, and 1
have nothing to Comfort me, nor there is nothing to be gotten here but sickness,
and death, except that one had money to lay out in some things for profit; But I
have nothing at all, no not a shirt to my backe, but two Rags nor no Clothes, but
one poor suit, nor but one pair of shoes, but one pair of stockings, but one Cap,
but two bands, my Cloak is stolen by one of my own fellows. . . . I am not half a
quarter so strong as I was in England, and all is for want of victuals, for I do
protest unto you, that I have eaten more in a day at home than I have allowed me
here for a Week. You have given more than my day's allowance to a beggar at the
door. . . . [I]f you love me you will redeem me suddenly, for which I do entreat
and beg, and if you cannot get the merchants to redeem me for some little money
then for God’s sake get a gathering or entreat some good folks to lay out some
little sum of money, in meal, and Cheese and butter, and beef, any eating meat
will yield great profit, . . . and look whatsoever you send me be it never so much,
look what I make of it. I will deal truly with you. I will send it over, and beg the
profit to redeem me, and if I die before it Come I have entreated Goodman Jack-
son to send you the worth of it, who hath promised he will. If you send you must
direct your letter to Goodman Jackson, at James Town, a Gunsmith. . . . Good
Father do not forget me, but have mercy and pity my miserable Case. I know if
you did but see me you would weep to see me, for I have but one suit, but it is a
strange one, it is very well guarded, wherefore for God’s sake pity me. I pray you
to remember my love to all my friends, and kindred, I hope all my Brothers and
sisters are in good health, and as for my part I have set down my resolution that
certainly Will be, that is, that the Answer of this letter will be life or death to me,
there good Father send as soon as you can, and if you send me any thing let this
be the mark.

RICHARD FRETHORNE
Martin’s Hundred
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That in whatsoever place, house, or ship, any of the said persons shall reside, be
hid, or protected, we declare the owners, masters, or inhabitants of the said places to
be confederates and traitors to the people and the estates of them is also of all the-
aforesaid persons to be confiscated. And this we, the commons of Virginia, do declare,
desiring a firm union amongst ourselves that we may jointly and with one accord de-
fend ourselves against the common enemy. And let not the faults of the guilty be the
reproach of the innocent, or the faults or crimes of the oppressors divide and separate
us who have suffered by their oppressions.

These are, therefore, in his Majesty’s name, to command you forthwith to seize
the persons abovementioned as traitors to the King and country and them to bring to
Middle Plantation and there to secure them until further order, and, in case of opposi-
tion, if you want any further assistance you are forthwith to demand it in the name
of the people in all the countries of Virginia.

Nathaniel Bacon
General by consent of the people.

5. Virginia’s Statutes Illustrate the Declining Status
of African American Slaves, 1660-1705

1660-1661, Act XXII,

English running away with negroes.

BEE it enacted That in case any English servant shall run away in company
with any negroes who are incapable of makeing satisfaction by addition of time, Bee
itt enacted that the English so running away in company with them shall serve for the
time of the said negroes absence as they are to do for their owne by a former act.

1662, Act XTI.

Negro womens children to serve according 1o the condition of the mother.

WHEREAS some doubts have arrisen whether children got by any Englishman
upon a negro woman should be slave or ffree, Be it therefore enacted and declared
by this present grand assembly, that all children borne in this country shalbe held
bond or free only according to the condition of the mother, And that if any christian
shall commit ffornication with a negro man or woman, hee or shee soe offending
shall pay double the ffines imposed by the former act.

1705, Chap. XLIX.

IV. And also be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, and it is hereby enacted, That
all servants imported and brought into this country, by sea or land, who were not
christians in their native country, (except Turks and Moors in amity with her
majesty, and others that can make due proof of their being free in England, or any

William Waller Hening, ed., The Statutes at Large: Being a Collection of all the Laws of Virginia, from
_the First Session of the Legislature, in the Year 1619, 1, 11, I11, © 1823.
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40 Major Problems in American History

other christian country, before they were shipped, in order to transportation hither)
shall be accounted and be slaves, and as such be here bought and sold notwithstand-
ing a conversion to christianity afterwards. . . .

VII. And also be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, and it is hereby enacted,
That all masters and owners of servants, shall find and provide for their servants,
wholesome and competent diet, clothing, and lodging, by the discretion of the
county courts and shall not, at any time, give immoderate corrections neither shall,
at any time, whip a christian white servant naked, without an order from a justice
of the peace. . ..

X. And be it also enacted, That all servants, whether, by importation, indenture,
or hire here, as well feme coverts, as others, shall, in like manner, as is provided,
upon complaints of misusage, have their petitions received in court, for their wages
and freedom. ...

X1. And for a further christian care and usage of all christian servants, Be it
also enacted, by the authority aforesaid, and it is hereby enacted, That no negroes,
mulattos, or Indians, although christians, or Jews, Moors, Mahometans, or other
infidels, shall, at any time, purchase any christian servant, nor any other, except of
their own complexion, or such as are declared slaves by this act. . ..

XV. And also be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, and it is hereby enacted,
That no person whatsoever shall buy, sell, or receive of, to, or from, any servant, or
slave, any coin or commodity whatsoever, without the leave, licence, or consent of
the master or owner of the said servant, or slave. ...

XVIL. And also be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, and it is hereby en-
acted, and declared, That in all cases of penal laws, whereby persons free are punish-
able by fine, servants shall be punished by whipping, after the rate of twenty lashes
for every five hundred pounds of tobacco, or fifty shillings current money, unless the
servant so culpable, can and will procure some person or persons to pay the fine. .. .

XVIII. And if any women servant shall be delivered of a bastard child within
the time of her service aforesaid, Be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, and it is
hereby enacted, That in recompense of the loss and trouble occasioned her master or
mistress thereby, she shall for every such offence, serve her said master or owner one
whole year after her time by indenture, custom, and former order of court, shall be
expired; or pay her said master or owner, one thousand pounds of tobacco; and the re-
puted father, if free, shall give security to the church-wardens of the parish where that
child shall be, to maintain the child, and keep the parish indemnified; or be compelled
thereto by order of the county court, upon the said church-wardens complaint. . . .

And if any woman servant shall be got with child by her master, neither the said
master, nor his executors administrators, nor assigns, shall have any claim of service
against her, for or by reason of such child; but she shall, when her time due to her
said master, by indenture, custom or order of court, shail be expired, be sold by the
church-wardens, for the time being, of the parish wherein such child shall be born,
for one year, or pay one thousand pounds of tobacco; and the said one thousand
pounds of tobacco, or whatever she shall be sold for, shall be emploied, by the vestry,
to the use of the said parish. And if any woman servant shall have a bastard child by a
negro, or mulatto, over and above the years service due to her master or owner, she
shall immediately, upon the expiration of her time to her then present master or
owner, pay down to the church-wardens of the parish wherein such child shall be
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er) born, for the use of the said parish, fifteen pounds current money of Virginia, or be by

nd- them sold for five years, to the use aforesaid: And if a free christian white woman

shall have such bastard child, by a negro, or mulatto, for every such offence, she

ed, shall, within one month after her delivery of such bastard child, pay to the church-

nts, wardens for the time being, of the parish wherein such child shall be born, for the use

the of the said parish fifteen pounds current money of Virginia, or be by them sold for

*}“' five years to the use aforesaid: And in both the said cases, the church-wardens shall
lice bind the said child to be a servant, until it shall be of thirty one years of age.

XIX. And for a further prevention of that abominable mixture and spurious is-
ire, sue, which hereafter may increase in this her majesty’s colony and dominion, as well
led, by English, and other white men and women intermarrying with negros or mulattos,
ges as by their unlawful coition with them, Be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, and

) it is hereby enacted, That whatsoever English, or other white man or woman, being
e free, shall intermarry with a negro or mulatto man or woman, bond or free, shall, by
2L5, judgment of the county court, be committed to prison, and there remain, during the
ther space of six months, without bail or mainprize, and shall forfeit and pay ten pounds
tof current money of Virginia, to the use of the parish, as aforesaid.

XX. And be it further enacted, That no minister of the church of England, or
ted, other minister, or person whatsoever, within this colony and dominion, shall here-
t, or after wittingly presume to marry a white man with a negro or mulatto woman; or to
it of marry a white woman with a negro or mulatto man, upon pain of forfeiting and

paying, for every such marriage the sum of ten thousand pounds of tobacco.

en-
s
:;es 6. Southern Planter William Byrd Describes His Views
; the Toward Learning and His Slaves, 1709-1710
b [February 22, 1709] Irose at 7 o’clock and read a chapter in Hebrew and 200 verses
t‘hn.n in Homer’s Odyssey. I said my prayers and ate milk for breakfast. I threatened Anaka
Wy with a whipping if she did not confess the intrigues between Daniel and Nurse, but
:.,r e she prevented by a confession. I chided Nurse severely about it, but she denied,
l;)g: with an impudent face, protesting that Daniel only lay on the bed for the sake of the
iy child. I ate nothing but beef for dinner. . . .
:that [June 10, 1709] Irose at 5 o’clock this morning but could not read anything because
zlled of Captain Keeling, but I played at billiards with him and won half a crown of him
; and the Doctor. George B-th brought home my boy Eugene. . . . In the evening I
said took a walk about the plantation. Eugene was whipped for running away and had
rvice the [bit] put on him. I said my prayers and had good health, good thought, and
> her good humor, thanks be to God Almighty. . ..
Zotr}:f [September 6, 1709] ... About one o’clock this morning my wife was happily deliv-

? ered of a son, thanks be to God Almighty. I was awake in a blink and rose and my
fand cousin Harrison met me on the stairs and told me it was a boy. We drank some French
;t;y; wine and went to bed again and rose at 7 o’clock. I read a chapter in Hebrew and then
;, she
3{ g: Louis B. Wright and Marion Tinling, eds., The Secret Diary of William Byrd of Westover, 1709-1712

(Richmond, Va.: Dietz Press, 1941), 7, 46, 79-80, 90-91, 113, 159, 192.
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42 Major Problems in American History

drank chocolate with the women for breakfast. I returned God humble thanks for so
great a blessing and recommended my young son to His divine protection.

[October 6, 1709] 1 rose at 6 o’clock and said my prayers and ate milk for break-
fast. Then I proceeded to Williamsburg, where I found all well. I went to the capitol
where I sent for the wench to clean my room and when I came I kissed her and felt
her, for which God forgive me. Then I went to see the President, whom I found in-
disposed in his ears. I dined with . . . on beef. Then we went to his house and
played at piquet where Mr. Clayton came to us. We had much to do to get a bottle

of French wine. About 10 o’clock I went to my lodgings. I had good health but
wicked thoughts, God forgive me. . . .

[December 1, 1709] 1 rose at 4 o’clock and read two chapters in Hebrew and some
Greek in Cassius. I said my prayers and ate milk for breakfast. I danced my dance.
Eugene was whipped again for pissing in bed and Jenny for concealing it. . . .

[December 3, 1709] I rose at 5 o’clock and read two chapters in Hebrew and some
Greek in Cassius. I said my prayers and ate milk for breakfast, I danced my dance.

Eugene pissed abed again for which I made him drink a pint of piss. I settled some
accounts and read some news. . . .

[March 31, 1710] I rose at 7 o’clock and read some Greek in bed. I said my prayers
and ate milk for breakfast. Then about 8 o’clock we got a-horseback and rode to
Mr. Harrison’s and found him very ill but sensible. . . . In the morning early 1 returned
home and went to bed. It is remarkable that Mrs. Burwell dreamed this night that she
saw a person that with money scales weighed time and declared that there was no
more than 18 pennies worth of time to come, which seems to be a dream with some
significance either concerning the world or a sick person. In my letters from England
Ilearned that the Bishop of Worcester was of opinion that in the year 1715 the city
of Rome would be burned to the ground, that before the year 1745 the popish reli-
gion would be routed out of the world, that before the year 1790 the Jews and Gentiles
would be converted to the Christianity and then would begin the millennium.

[June 17, 1710] ...Iset my closet right. I ate tongue and chicken for dinner. In the
afternoon I caused L-s-n to be whipped for beating his wife and Jenny was whipped
for being his whore. In the evening the sloop came from Appomattox with tobacco.

1 took a walk about the plantation. I said my prayers and drank some new milk
from the cow. . ..

7. African Olaudah Equiano Recounts
the Horrors of Enslavement, 1757

One day, when all our people were gone to their works as usual, and only I and my
dear sister were left to mind the house, two men and a woman got over our walls, and
seized us both, and they stopped our mouths, and ran off with us into the nearest
wood. Here they tied our hands, and continued to carry us as far as they could, till
night came on, when we reached a small house, where the robbers halted for re-
freshment, and spent the night. We were then unbound, but were unable to take any
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food; and, being quite overpowered by fatigue and grief, our only relief was some

sleep, which allayed our misfortune for a short time. The next morning we left the

house, and continued travelling all the day. . . .

The first object which saluted my eyes when I arrived on the coast was the sea,
and a slave ship, which was then riding at anchor, and waiting for its cargo. These
filled me with astonishment, which was soon converted into terror when I was carried
on board. . . . I was now persuaded that I had gotten into a world of bad spirits, and
that they were going to kill me. Their complexions too differing so much from ours,
their long hair, and the language they spoke, (which was very different from any I
had ever heard) united to confirm me in this belief. . . . When I looked round the
ship too and saw a large furnace of copper boiling, and a multitude of black people
of every description chained together, every one of their countenances expressing
dejection and sorrow, I no longer doubted of my fate; and, quite overpowered with
horror and anguish, I fell motionless on the deck and fainted. When I recovered a
little I found some black people about me, who I believed were some of those who
brought me on board, and had been receiving their pay; they talked to me in order
to cheer me, but all in vain. I asked them if we were not to be eaten by those white
men with horrible looks, red faces, and loose hair. They told me I was not; . . . Soon
after this the blacks who brought me on board went off, and left me abandoned to
despair. I now saw myself deprived of all chance of returning to my native country,
or even the least glimpse of hope of gaining the shore, which I now considered as
friendly; and I even wished for my former slavery in preference to my present situ-
ation, which was filled with horrors of every kind, still heightened by my ignorance
of what I was to undergo. I was not long suffered to indulge my grief; I was soon
put down under the decks, and there I received such a salutation in my nostrils as I
had never experienced in my life: so that, with the loathsomeness of the stench, and
crying together, I became so sick and low that I was not able to eat, nor had I the
least desire to taste any thing. I now wished for the last friend, death, to relieve me;
but soon, to my grief, two of the white men offered me eatables; and, on my refusing
to eat, one of them held me fast by the hands, and laid me across I think the wind-
lass, and tied my feet, while the other flogged me severely. I had never experienced
any thing of this kind before; and although, not being used to the water, I naturally
feared that element the first time I saw it, yet nevertheless, could I have got over
the nettings, I would have jumped over the side, but I could not; and, besides, the
crew used to watch us very closely who were not chained down to the decks, lest
we should leap into the water: and I have seen some of these poor African prisoners
most severely cut for attempting to do so, and hourly whipped for not eating. This in-
deed was often the case with myself. In a little time after, amongst the poor chained
men, I found some of my own nation, which in a small degree gave ease to my
mind. I inquired of these what was to be done with us; they gave me to understand
we were to be carried to these white people’s country to work for them. I then was
a little revived, and thought, if it were no worse than working, my situation was not
so desperate: but still I feared I should be put to death, the white people looked and
acted, as I thought, in so savage a manner; for I had never seen among any people
such instances of brutal cruelty; and this not only shewn towards us blacks, but also
to some of the whites themselves. One white man in particular I saw, when we were
Rermitted to be on deck, flogged so unmercifully with a large rope near the foremast
that he died in consequence of it; and they tossed him over the side as they would
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44 Major Problems in American History

have done a brute. This made me fear these people the more; and I expected nothing
less than to be treated in the same manner. I could not help expressing my fears and
apprehensions to some of my countrymen: I asked them if these people had no
country, but lived in this hollow place (the ship): they told me they did not, but came
from a distant one. “Then,” said L, “how comes it in all our country we never heard of
them?” They told me because they lived so very far off. I then asked where were their
women? had they any like themselves? I was told they had “and why,” said I, “do we
not see them?” they answered, because they were left behind. I asked how the vessel
could go? they told me they could not tell; but that there were cloths put upon the
masts by the help of the ropes I saw, and then the vessel went on and the white men
had some spell or magic they put in the water when they liked in order to stop the
vessel. I was exceedingly amazed at this account, and really thought they were spirits.
I therefore wished much to be from amongst them, for I expected they would sacrifice
me: but my wishes were vain. . .,

-« . At last we came in sight of the island of Barbadoes, at which the whites on
board gave a great shout, and made many signs of joy to us. We did not know what to
think of this; but as the vessel drew nearer we plainly saw the harbour, and other ships
of different kinds and sizes; and we soon anchored amongst them off Bridge Town.
Many merchants and planters now came on board, though it was in the evening. They
put us in separate parcels, and examined us attentively. They also made us jump, and
pointed to the land, signifying we were to £o there. We thought by this we should be
eaten by these ugly men as they appeared to us; and, when soon after we were all
put down under the deck again, there was much dread and trembling among us, and
nothing but bitter cries to be heard all the night from these apprehensions, insomuch
that at last the white people got some old slaves from the land to pacify us. They told
us we were not to be eaten, but to work, and were 500n to go on land, where we should
see many of our country people. This report eased us much; and sure enough, soon
after we were landed, there came to us Africans of all languages. We were conducted
immediately to the merchant’s yard, where we were all pent up together like so many
sheep in a fold, without regard to sex or age. As every object was new to me every
thing I saw filled me with surprise. What struck me first was that the houses were built
with stories, and in every other respect different from those in Africa: but I was still
more astonished on seeing people on horseback. I did not know what this could
mean; and indeed I thought these people were full of nothing but magical arts. . . . We
were not many days in the merchant’s custody before we were sold after their usual
manner, which is this:—On a signal given (as the beat of a drum), the buyers rush at
once into the yard where the slaves are confined, and make choice of that parcel they
like best. The noise and clamour with which this is attended, and the eagerness visible
in the countenances of the buyers, serve not a little to increase the apprehensions of
the terrified Africans, who may well be supposed to consider them as the ministers

of that destruction to which they think themselves devoted, In this manner, without
scruple, are relations and friends separated, most of them never to see each other
again. I remember in the vessel in which | was brought over, in the men’s apartment,
there were several brothers, who, in the sale, were sold in different lots; and it was
very moving on this occasion to see and hear their cries at parting. . . .

While I was thus employed by my master I was often a witness to cruelties of
every kind, which were exercised on my unhappy fellow slaves. I used frequently
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The Southern Colonies in British America 45
ling to have different cargoes of new negroes in my care for sale; and it was almost a
and constant practice with our clerks, and other whites, to commit violent depredations
[ no on the chastity of the female slaves; and these I was, though with reluctance, obliged
ame to submit to at all times, being unable to help them. When we have had some of these
d of slaves on board my master’s vessels to carry them to other islands, or to America, [
heir have known our mates to commit these acts most shamefully, to the disgrace, not
ywe of Christians only, but of men. I have even known them gratify their brutal passion
ssel with females not ten years old; . . . And yet in Montserrat I have seen a negro man
the staked to the ground, and cut most shockingly, and then his ears cut off bit by bit,
nen because he had been connected with a white woman who was a common prostitute:
the as if it were no crime in the whites to rob an innocent African girl of her virtue; but
rits. most heinous in a black man only to gratify a passion of nature, where the temptation
fice was offered by one of a different colour, though the most abandoned woman of her
species. Another negro man was half hanged, and then burnt, for attempting to poison
son a cruel overseer. Thus by repeated cruelties are the wretched first urged to despair,
atto and then murdered, because they still retain so much of human nature about them
hips as to wish to put an end to their misery, and retaliate on their tyrants!
wan,
hey 8. Anglican Minister Charles Woodmason Complains
;‘E‘: About Life in the Carolina Backcountry, 1768
s all Sunday, August 7 It is impossible that any Gentleman not season’d to the Clime,
and could sustain this—It would kill 99 out of 100—Nor is this a Country, or place
wuch where I would wish any Gentleman to travel, or settle, altho’ Religion and the State
told requires a Number of Ministers—Their Ignorance and Impudence is so very high,
ould as to be past bearing—Very few can read—fewer write—Out of 5000 that have at-
joon tended Sermon this last Month, I have not got 50 to sign a Petition to the Assembly.
cted They are very Poor—owing to their extreme Indolence for they possess the finest
1any Country in America, and could raise but ev’ry thing. They delight in their present
very low, lazy, sluttish, heathenish, hellish Life, and seem not desirous of changing it.
built Both Men and Women will do any thing to come at Liquor, Cloaths, furniture, &c.
still &c. rather than work for it—Hence their many Vices—their gross Licentiousness
ould Wantonness, Lasciviousness, Rudeness, Lewdness, and Profligacy they will commit
. We the grossest Enormities, before my face, and laugh at all Admonition.
sual Last Sunday I distributed the last Parcel of Mr. Warings Tracts on Prayer. It is
sh at very few families whom I can bring to join in Prayer, because most of them are of
they various Opinions the Husband a Churchman, Wife, a Dissenter, Children nothing
sible at all. My Bibles and Common Prayers have been long gone, and I have given away
1s of to amount of £20 of Practical Books, besides those I received of the Society—Few
sters or no Books are to be found in all this vast Country, beside the Assembly, Catechism,
hout Watts Hymns, Bunyans Pilgrims Progress—Russells—Whitefields and Erskines
sther Sermons. Nor do they delight in Historical Books or in having them read to them,
lent, as do our Vulgar in England for these People despise Knowledge. . . .
was
Richard J. Hooder, ed., The Carolina Backcountry on the Eve of the Revolution: The Journal and Other
s of Writings of Charles Woodmason, Anglican Itinerant (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press,
:ntly 1953), 52, 60-61.
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