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“Did St. Louis find a way to end the civil war over ‘Lost Cause’ monuments?” by 

Robert Joiner, pgs 59-61 

 

Excerpt “The plain truth of the matter,” scholar W.E.B. Du Bois wrote in Crisis 

Magazine in 1931, is that an appropriate inscription of any of the 

monuments might read: “sacred to the memory of those who fought to 

Perpetuate Human Slavery.” On the other hand, his observation overlooks 

the millions of Americans who genuinely think about the Civil War in a 

different context. Their feelings make real the agony on the faces on statues 

like the one that once sat in Forest Park. Who can say that the family 

depicted in bronze in that concrete slab didn’t foretell stories of ordinary 

people worrying about the loss of loved ones, unidentified in death, left to 

rot on battlefields or dropped into unmarked graves or trenches. To some of 

these families, the monuments dotting the landscape probably are less an 

abstraction but a concrete (pardon the pun) source of comfort and closure 

for their losses. Of course, it might have made a world of difference if 

etchings on these monuments or plaques had at least acknowledged Du 

Bois’ point that slavery was at the heart of the war. Trout seems hopeful that 

both sides can learn and appreciate why these artifacts exist and save them, 

whether they acknowledge slavery or not. When he thinks about 

monuments, which is often, Trout says he tends to recall a favorite 

preservation quote, which says “through interpretation comes 

understanding, through understanding comes appreciation, through 

appreciation comes preservation.”  

Key Names, 

Dates, and 

Terms 

Confederacy,  Monument, “Lost Cause” propaganda/ideology, United 

Daughters of the Confederacy, Reconstruction,  Confederate Monument 

Association 

Supplementa

l Texts 

Primary Sources: 

 

Monumental Conversations, from Silence is Not an Option with Don Lemon 

 

Videos: 

 

How Textbooks Were Used to Shape Understanding of the Confederacy   

 

Images: 

https://www.cnn.com/audio/podcasts/don-lemon-silence-is-not-an-option?episodeguid=0ed28312-1b4e-43d6-a6a3-abf3002f0c2e
https://youtu.be/dOkFXPblLpU
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This is a synthesis of three different sources: The lynching numbers are 

derived from Famous Trials by Professor Douglas O. Linder. Data on 

monuments is from the Southern Poverty Law Center. The Nadir is from 

Rayford Logan. Photo from the American Historical Association.

https://www.famous-trials.com/sheriffshipp/1084-lynchingsyear
https://www.historians.org/awards-and-grants/awards-and-prizes/wesley-logan-prize
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Guiding 

Questions  

● What role did slavery play in the Civil War? 

● How were textbooks used to influence the perception of the Civil 

War? 

● How did the losing side of the Civil War get to control the narrative 

and write the history of the war? 

● How do symbols like flags and monuments wield power over people? 

● What feelings and connotative meanings are connected with 

Confederate monuments and symbols? 

● Why is the Confederacy so hotly contested? 

Discussion 

Questions 

● How do Confederate symbols influence the region in which you live? 

● How does changing the location of Confederate monuments change 

their meaning? 

● Why is the claim that the Confederacy was based on upholding 
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states’ rights rather than preserving slavery a controversial concept? 

● Many proponents of the Confederacy argue their motives for 

preserving Civil War iconography are based solely on “heritage, not 

hate.” Why is this contentious? 

● What is the connection between  statues, flags, other Confederate 

items, and white supremacy? 

Writing 

Prompt 

Develop a thorough and well-evidenced response to defend, challenge, or 

qualify the agreement between the city of St. Louis and the Civil War 

Museum to resolve the debate over the Confederate monument. Do you 

think this approach presents a good way forward for other cities to move 

beyond controversy and let people on both sides find peace?  

 


