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Lesson Overview 
 

 

Grade Level(s) 9-12 

Subject(s) Social Media and Social Change  

Lesson Summary Students deepen their understanding of how systems in the united 

States  impact health at home and around the globe 

Standards – 

 

 

Focus Pulitzer Center news 

story/stories 
“Poisoned Wells: Oil Pollution Haunts Nigerian District for Decades” 

by Bukola Adebayo 

 

“Could a Conflict-Borne Superbug Bring On Our Next Pandemic?” by 

Eli Cahan 

 

“Young Palestinians Face a Steep Toll on Mental Health” by Kern 

Hendricks 

Content Advisory  This lesson contains graphic descriptions of violence. 

Notes on Context This lesson was created for students participating in a Project 

Unloaded After School Program. Project Unloaded is a national gun 

violence prevention organization that uses social media to educate 

teens about the risk of gun ownership. 
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Lesson Plan 
 

Lesson Objective(s) or Essential Question(s) 

 

●​ What is global health? 

●​ What is a health disparity? 

●​ How do global health disparities mirror issues in your own community? 

●​ How can you use social media to strengthen your understanding of how America influences your life 

and the lives of other teens around the globe? 

●​ How do these stories relate to your  work to change gun culture? 

●​ What can you do to take action in your own community and support others around the globe? 

Focus  Pulitzer Center News Story/Stories 

 

“Poisoned Wells: Oil Pollution Haunts Nigerian District for Decades” by Bukola Adebayo 

 

“Could a Conflict-Borne Superbug Bring On Our Next Pandemic?” by Eli Cahan 

 

“Young Palestinians Face a Steep Toll on Mental Health” by Kern Hendricks 

Introducing the Lesson 

 
This lesson introduces students to global health stories and invites them to make connections about how these 

stories relate to their communities. Students will strengthen their critical thinking, research and creative skills 

through this interactive lesson where their final assessment nudges them to share what they learned on social 

media platforms. In the end, students will realize that they and their communities are “not really strangers” to 

the problems that exist around the globe and will have a new tool, social media, to connect with other teens and 

learn more about global health stories. 

Warm-up/Opening 

 
To begin, students will watch the documentary “Young Palestinians Face a Steep Toll on Mental Health” by Kern 

Hendricks. After students complete the documentary, they will discuss the following in small groups and share 

their findings with the main group: 

●​ What stood out to you about this story? 

●​ How does this story relate to your experience in Chicago? 

●​ Why is it important to consider stories around the globe? How might knowing about global health be 

important for you as a teen in Chicago? 
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Preparing to Engage with the Focus Resource(s) 

 
After watching the documentary and completing the discussion, students will complete an “escape room” 

focused on interacting with the other two Pulitzer Center stories. Clues to complete the escape room will be a 

mix of quotes from the story they interacted with from the warm up, links to the other two stories and  prompts 

that allow them to search for local stories that relate to the global health stories about mental health and 

pollution. 

Exploring the Resource(s) 

 
●​ As students complete the escape room, they should consider the following: 

○​ What are the common themes between the stories? How do they relate to your experience in 

Chicago? 

○​ What other stories or health disparities in Chicago relate to the ones in the escape room? 

○​ If you were telling a friend about one of the stories you interacted with, which would you choose 

and how would you describe it? Why is it important to discuss? 

●​ Students will create a “vlog” documenting their escape room experience as they complete it. 

Processing the Resource(s) 

 
●​ After students’ allotted time to complete the escape room, discuss the following as a full group: 

○​ How can a story about oil in Nigeria or mental health in Palestine relate to your work in class? 

○​ How can global health stories inspire you to be more involved in your own community? 

○​ How can you use social media to start or be a part of conversations to support other teens 

around the globe? 

Performance Task(s) 

 

Students will create a “vlog” documenting their escape room experience as they complete it. After the escape 

room and related discussion, students will create a graphic social media post, sharing what they learned and 

major takeaways about global health and local health disparities. 

Assessment 

 
Students will complete a Google Form checklist identifying what they learned and sharing short written 

reflections about how they will use the information moving forward. 

 

3 of 3 


	Lesson Overview 
	“Poisoned Wells: Oil Pollution Haunts Nigerian District for Decades” by Bukola Adebayo 
	“Could a Conflict-Borne Superbug Bring On Our Next Pandemic?” by Eli Cahan 
	 
	Lesson Plan 
	 
	“Poisoned Wells: Oil Pollution Haunts Nigerian District for Decades” by Bukola Adebayo 
	“Could a Conflict-Borne Superbug Bring On Our Next Pandemic?” by Eli Cahan 

