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Give atleast five crops Estela | Corrientes, Argentina — Estela Maris Ojeda leaned over a
?aar::/]ests from her parents hardy harvest table, rummaging through a cardboard box

' filled with transparent bags of beautiful loot: beet, bean, butter
lettuce, pea, and chicory seeds, all for crops that she tends to
on the verdant plot of land she inherited from her parents in
the arid Argentine province of Corrientes.

“I learned very young that everything is born out of
this—seeds,” said Ojeda, a grandmother who hosts a seed

) . exchange several times a year with fellow farmers.
What is feminist grassroots

NS
activism’ It's an important part of her grassroots activism, a way of

fostering self sufficiency among rural women and creating a
closeness to the earth, regardless of agricultural experience.
And now, it's more necessary than ever in an era of precarity
for feminist activism in Argentina.

What is one of the biggest The feminist movement in the second largest country of
successes of feminist South America has distinguished itself as being loud and
movement in 20207 proud. Massive demonstrations that filled the streets of
Argentina’s biggest cities helped clinch huge victories, such
as the 2020 legalization of abortion for cases up to 14 weeks
of pregnancy.

But the landscape has changed under libertarian President
President Milei of Argentina tJaV|er Mllel, wh.o has put the chainsaw he campalgne.d w!th
similar to the actions of into action, cutting roughly 30% of government spending in
Trump in the US? his first year in office. Along the way, he has deployed
increasingly hostile rhetoric against the feminist movement,
characterizing legal abortion as “aggravated murder” in public
speeches, and denigrating so-called “woke” policies in an
echo of his counterpart President Donald Trump in the United
States. Milei’'s government has used the power of funding to
put that rhetoric into action, cutting financing for
contraceptives and ceasing to provide abortion pills. Prior to

How are the actions of
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his administration, the national government bought and

How are women affected by | delivered misoprostol and mifepristone to provinces that

the changes in policy of administered it free of cost through the public healthcare
President Milei in Argentina? system. Now, that responsibility has shifted to provincial
governments. The result, according to Amnesty International,
has been shortages of medication in various provinces,
hindering women’s ability to access a service that remains
legal.

Away from the capital city, feminism in Argentina has always
been a more complex undertaking, one that often exists in a
conservative or religious environment where traditional
gender norms hold firm. In more rural areas, women have
found empowerment and support through small collective
organizations that have planted seeds of activism in people
like Ojeda.

_ _ Organizations like La Chicharra—the Cicada—a tiny
Why is La Chicharra, a community run radio station that is at the center of feminist
pommunlty run rad|o_stat|on, organizing in Goya, the second largest city in Corrientes. The
important to women in Rural L . . ! Lo
Argentina? grassroots feminist project helped Ojeda find her voice, in
part through workshops built to educate women on their
rights, how to assert their worth in the home, and
strengthening their financial autonomy.

“You end up thinking, if | leave my home, where am | going to
go? Who is going to protect me?” said Ojeda, who lived
through a period of violence with an ex-partner before
returning to the farmland where she now lives and works.
“What | learned in those workshops set me on a path to stop
being afraid, for the benefit of me and my children. | realized
a woman can go out on her own.”

The project traces its roots back to the Corrientes countryside
How did the indigenous and a small group of indigenous Guarani women who
Guarani Women star’.t and gathered at community outposts to talk about the problems
develop the local radio i
station? they confronted, and the challenges they solved. Community
organizers trained the women on how to be mass
communicators and turned their meetings into a radio
program that they recorded with the analog technology of the
time. Their program, called “Sapucai,” or scream in the
Guarani language, aired on an important local radio station.



https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2025/may/28/argentina-womens-rights-javier-milei-testing-ground-eroding-abortion-rights-seek-reverse-landmark-legalisation-warning-amnesty?ref=the-flytrap.ghost.io
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“It's women who get together, who talk about what they are
going through, what they have suffered,” said Eladia
Fernandez, an arts teacher and former farm worker in Goya.
“It gave us a sense of identity, telling stories about who we
are makes you reflect on who we are.”

The program ended, but others grew in its place and people
like Ojeda became regular contributors.

“We always knew that we needed to make the rural areas and
the more marginalized neighborhoods more visible,” said
Esther Migueles, a retired teacher and founding member of
La Chicharra.

"l realized a woman can go out on her own."
Estela Maris Ojeda

Why is the radio station and La Chicharra extended beyond the radio waves. It set up an
school important for the itinerant “gender studies” school that traveled to tiny

Women in Goya? communities around Goya, holding the workshops that helped
propel women like Ojeda to change the course of their lives.
A sense of place was as important as a sense of purpose,
said Cintia Coria, a member of the radio station and the
school.

Milei’s decision to shutter the Ministry of Women, Gender and
Diversities, the government agency responsible for
addressing gender equality, has also dried up funding for
education initiatives. The radio still operates, but on a
shoestring budget. To cover costs, La Chicharra now relies on
public donations, raffles, and other types of fundraising, such
How President Milie’s actions | @S bake sales. Under Milei, the deregulation of services such
affected the activities of as the internet and the elimination of subsidies for utilities has
women in Rural Argentina? also sent monthly bills skyrocketing, even as he has managed
to dramatically slow down the rate of inflation.

“They are collective spaces that are very necessary,
especially in the context that we're living through now,” Coria
said of the school. “When it comes to policies around gender,
around women, and diversities, we've regressed in a way that
| couldn’t even imagine.”



https://www.cfr.org/blog/women-week-milei-administration-dissolves-argentinas-ministry-women?ref=the-flytrap.ghost.io
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For Ojeda, both the school and her dispatches from the field

for the radio program turned her into a local leader. Ojeda’s

n wh el knowledge of the land was passed down to her by her

nwr atways agricu tur.e or parents, who were able to purchase their property in the early

farming helps women like .

Oieda? 1980s thanks to a government program that made agricultural
jeda” , .

plots available to rural families through an affordable payment

system. In those years, they harvested mostly tobacco. Now

she harvests a range of fruits and vegetables, turning pears

and peaches into preserves that she sells at an artisanal fair

she helped launch in a local town square.

In the mid-2000s she was a delegate for the province of
Corrientes that helped draft new legislation that improved the
conditions for family-run farms, giving them access to social
security and other benefits.

But the progress has withered, she said.

Cite three actions of Javier Last year, Milei's government closed the Institute of Family,
Milei’s government that Peasant, and Indigenous Agriculture, which helped small
negatively affected women producers grow. At a press conference, the presidential
and farmers. _ o .

spokesman dismissed the institute as a political patronage
agency that had little to show for its two branches and 160
delegations under its purview. Roughly 900 positions were
eliminated, leaving about 64, which Ojeda says has brought
development and assistance to small producers to a
standstill.

“We don’t get together anymore,” said Ojeda. “Everything has
stopped.”

People such as Mireya Gutierrez are patching the gaps. She
lives and works on a piece of land outside of Goya that she
inherited from her parents. She and her brothers work the
farmland and sell a range of crops at local fairs. But the seeds
she is most interested in have to do with sowing opportunities

. for other rural families.
Explain in your own words

the underlined statement: .
"If you leave your place, you leave your history. You leave the

legacy of your ancestors, who have built so much for you."

Mireya Gutierrez



https://www.eldiarioar.com/politica/gobierno-elimino-instituto-agricultura-familiar-campesina-e-indigena-reducen-900-puestos-no-trabajo_1_11225867.html?ref=the-flytrap.ghost.io
https://www.eldiarioar.com/politica/gobierno-elimino-instituto-agricultura-familiar-campesina-e-indigena-reducen-900-puestos-no-trabajo_1_11225867.html?ref=the-flytrap.ghost.io
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Sitting in their family garden, she pulls out a spiral notebook
filled with notes she first began taking as a young community
activist. Now 41, with a law degree and seasoned negotiating
skills, she can point to the fruits of her labor around her.
Internet service, for one. Even electricity. Basic services that
the state did not extend to her stretch of farmland. Gutierrez
has a knack for finding grants, loans, government projects,
and other alternative funding sources offered through NGOs
to secure money to build infrastructure. It takes creativity and
diligence to find pots of money that can make a difference.
On this day, she was contemplating how a call for
environmental project pitches could help her community build
a multi-use building. Improving infrastructure and access to

What is the main challenge services is not just a problem for today, but for tomorrow.
according to Mireya?
The main challenge, she noted, has to do with young people
and their exodus from rural areas.

“Today, the human mindset is that I'll leave my place and go
build somewhere else,” she said.

“If you leave your place, you leave your history. You leave the
legacy of your ancestors, who have built so much for you. So
you have to find a way not just to survive, but also to build.”

Governments may support the rural sector, but not the small
scale producer, she clarified. “We’re the campesinos,”

How NGOs Gutierrez said. “The rural sector are the big landowners who
(Non-government live in the city but have their land and ranches here. That’s

Organizations) helped s ”
wo?nen in Rur;I Argentina? why the rural society is urban.

She too attended La Chicharra’s gender studies school, and
produced dispatches for the radio program. Cobbling money
together from NGOs, she led workshops that gave women
tools for adding value to their harvests by turning them into
jams or other products—small initiatives that bring in much
needed cash and build women’s sense of purpose and
economic autonomy.

Ojeda credits the learnings she received and the sisterhood
she found through the gender studies school as helping her
get through difficult times. And she still leans on the practices
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passed down by her parents, focused on harvesting seeds,
and then planting and protecting them.

“‘Sometimes we’ll give people seeds to take home, even if
they haven’t brought anything to exchange,” she said. “We
want them to produce their food, and for that to grow.”

https://pulitzercenter.org/stories/under-milei-rural-feminists-fig

ht-rights-and-resources-argentina
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