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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZYoppzx1qtM


Mass Incarceration is Mass 
Elimination

“Incarceration operates as a means of purging, 
removing, caging, containing, erasing, disappearing, 
and eliminating targeted populations from land, life, 
and society in the United States” 

How does Kelly Lytle Hernandez describe the purpose 
of incarceration (to be imprisoned)?
 



Each night 17,000 men, 
women, and youth are 
locked somewhere in Los 
Angeles County’s $1 
Billion system of jails, 
detention centers, and 
one penal farm. 

There are 88 other 
municipal jails, more 
than 20 juvenile 
detention centers and 
camps, two federal 
facilities and a private 
prison company owned by 
GEO group holding 
immigrants.

Los Angeles 



The Racialization of the Prison 
System in the U.S. 

1980’s 1990’s 2010’s

“Triggered 
millions of 
arrests on both 
drug and violence 
charges” by the 
end of the decade 
the rate of 
incarceration had 
historically high 
numbers.

Ronald Reagan’s 
“War on Drugs” 

Immigration 
Centers begin to 
expand 

Mexicans and 
Central Americans 
fill detention 
centers as new 
investments pour 
into U.S. 
immigration 
control and border 
enforcements. 

Mexican Americans 
and Central 
Americans make up 
97 % of deportee 
ND 92% of all 
immigrants 
imprisoned for 
unlawful reentry, 

The U.S. has the largest 
immigrant detention 
system in the world. 



1. What is the name 
of this chart? 

2. What year does 
this information 
begin and end? 

3. Are there any 
patterns in this 
chart? 



1. What is the name 
of this chart? 

2. What year does 
this information 
begin and end? 

3. Are the reasons 
for arrest? 



Million Dollar Hoods Project 
was created to map out how 
much money is spent to lock 
up people in Los Angeles 

2021

Million Dollar  
Hoods Project
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Create your report 

Choose a 
neighborhood

Choose a 
date rangeChoose a Gender

Choose a 
race/ethnicity

College Major
2021

City Planning
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Mass 
Incarceration

Immigration 
Detention 

Where we are going …

Community 
Based 

Solutions 



Where does the money go?

Almost half of the money spent on 
running the correctional system goes to 
paying staff. This group is an 
influential lobby that sometimes prevents 
reform and whose influence is often 
protected even when prison populations 
drop.

Source: prisonpolicy.org







Alameda County 

Nearly one in three youth  incarcerated in Alameda County are 
later reconvicted. The County spends about $493,000 per 
youth per year on incarceration. 

● The average cost per year to place a young person on 
probation in Alameda County is $23,000 while 
evidence-based restorative justice practices have a 
one-time cost of $4,500 . 
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Immigration Detention 
Centers

Basically – jail. People are detained at every step of the

immigration “process:” (1) awaiting adjudication of asy-
lum or adjustment applications; (2) picked up and jailed

without charges; (3) pending immigration proceedings;
(4) after being ordered deported, while ICE is actively
trying to remove them; and (5) sometimes indefinitely,
where ICE knows it may not be able to deport someone
with an order of deportation.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kCZudKhJifE


Deportation - a legal proceeding 
where you are returned to your 
country of origin.  

Any person who is not a citizen can be deported from the 
US. Certain immigrants are particularly at risk for 
deportation.

Immigrants With Past Conviction (Including Green Card 
Holders)
Immigrants with certain convictions can be deported,
barred from adjusting their status to lawful permanent 
residency. 

Who can be deported? 



Who is impacted by 
mandatory detention? 
The expansion of mandatory immigration detention 
in the 1996 laws reflected the long history of 
racism similar to those like “War on Drugs” 
campaign that started in the 1970’s 

Any non-citizen can end up in mandatory 
detention including legal permanent residents 
who have lived in the U.S. their entire lives. 
Due to racial disparities in the criminal legal 
system (courts) and policing of Black and Brown 
people, the majority of people affected by 
mandatory detention are Black and Brown. 




