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Abraham – Biblical and Koranic Passages

Romans 4:18-21

Hoping against hope, [Abraham] believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was
said, “so numerous shall your descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which
was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of
Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he
gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.

Hebrews 11:1-12

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he
set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a
foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked
forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. By faith he received power of
procreation, even though he was too old — and Sarah herself was barren — because he considered him faithful who
had promised. Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the
stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said “by myself I swear, the Lord declares:
because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your favored one, I will bestow My blessing upon you
and make your descendants as numerous as the stars of heaven and the sands on the seashore; and your
descendants shall seize the gates of their foes. All the nations of the earth shall bless themselves by your
descendants, because you have obeyed My command.”

Sura 37:100

We gave him news of a gentle son. And when he reached the age when he could work with him, his father said to
him: ‘My son, I dreamt that I was sacrificing you. Tell me what you think.’

He replied: ‘Father, do as you are bidden. God willing, you shall find me steadfast.’

And when they had both submitted to God, and Abraham had laid down his son prostrate upon his face, We called
out to him, saying ‘Abraham, you have fulfilled your vision.’ Thus do We reward the righteous. That was indeed a
bitter test. We ransomed his son with a noble sacrifice and bestowed on him the praise of later generations. ‘Peace
be on Abraham!’


