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Capitalized Womb: Primary Document Analysis
Read and analyze the documents below.

-> What inferences can be drawn from these primary sources about how the value of
enslaved women changed between the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries?

- What inferences can be drawn from these primary sources regarding how the lives of
enslaved women changed after 1808?

Primary Document 1: February 27, 1773, placed by Dr. William Jepson

A likely Negro Girl,
about 15 or 16 years of age, tabe fald for no

fault bat becault fhe ia like to be a good breeder
— For farther particalars coquire of the Pripter,

—— --——F.h__
L] v . - m

Primary Document 2: March 2, 1768, Providence Gazette

TO BE SOL D, ,
(For no Tault, but on Account of her breeding fat).Ji
A healthy likely ;

Negroe Wench

about zo or 25 Years of Age, can do all Kinds of
Houfe-Work, and has lived on a Farm, Likewife

two male Children, Enquire of JOHN LYON, at§
Rehoboth. (14) |
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Primary Document 3: (Pay particular attention to #29)

Broadside annotncing the sale of “Choice Slaves” along with detail of Rachel,
#29, who has irregular “mensus [sic].” She is discussed on page 76.
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Primary Document 4:

TABLE 2.2 Prices of Male and Female Slaves, 1859 and 1860

Priceof Price of
State and year Age Description male slave female slave
Alabama, 1859 19 $1,635
Georgia, 1859 Cotton hand, $1,250
house servant
South Carolina, 1859 Field hand $1,555
Texas, 1859 17, 14 $1,527 $1,403
Alabama, 1860 18, 18, 18 $1,193
Georgia, 1860 21 Best field hand $1,900
Georgia, 1860 17 With nine- $2.150
month-old
infant
Georgia, 1860 Prime, young §1,300
Mississippi, 1860 No. 1 field hand §1,625" $1,450"
South Carolina, 1860 Prime $1,32§
South Carolina, 1860 Wench $1,283
South Carolina, 1860 Girl $1,705
Texas, 1860 21, 1§ $2.01% 51,615
Virginia, 1860 17—20 Best $1,390-51,425" $1,275-51,325"

Source: Woodman, Slavery and the Southern Economy, 89.

*Based on average price listing.



