Essay Assessment
Write a discursive essay on the provided prompt below on loose leaf paper. Evaluate both sides of the topic objectively and not take a specific stance on the issue until the conclusion. No use of electronics or collaboration is permitted. Submit what you have before you leave. See the rubric below for guidance on how to produce an effective essay. 
Essay Topic:   To What Extent Should Nations Be Held Accountable for the Impact of Their Historic Actions?
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Chapter 1.1: Syllabus outline

Distinctions like these can be difficult and subjective some
strong essay, you will have a greater chance of communica!

irly as possible, it is helpful to use 2 criterion-referenced marking system. This means there is a fixed

To assess essays as fal

set of criteria, or standards, that an essay is judged against.

times. However, if you understand the criteria necessary fora
ting ideas effectively and satisfying the objectives of this course.

The table contains a more complete set of criteria for assessing the effectiveness of an essay.

Criteria for assessing an essay

« Fullyrelevant

« Clearuse and range
| ofexamples

| « Applies evidence
and examples
appropriately

Analyse and evaluat

information (AO2)

« Considers possible
interpretations of the question

« Defines essay scope

« Considers a range of
perspectives

« Strongline of reasoning

« Offers ajudgement based on
both evidence and personal
view

Communicates ideas clearly
Consistently appropriate
register

Wide range of vocabulary and
style

Controlled, accurate use of
language

Ideas are well-organised and
cohesive

| » Usesexamples to
illustrate, though
some are more
relevant and
appropriate than
others

» Demonstrates an
understanding of the question

« Offers some perspective
regarding the issue, though
not as varied

e Argument is generally logical

« Regular use of evidence to
support the line of reasoning

« Somejudgement is passed,
but it may be too broad or
irrelevant

Communication is generally
clear

Register is generally
appropriate

Uses everyday vocabulary
Generally controlled use of
language, though not always
accurate

Errors are present but do not
impede communication
Coherent

Organisation may be
inconsistent

« Lacks examples,
or examples lack
connection to points
raised

« Lacks understanding of the
question

« Forms a basic conclusion,
though it lacks insight

+  Weak line of reasoning

« Does not offer judgement or

draw conclusions about the
information shared

Inconsistent communication;
frequent errors impede
communication

Basic or limited vocabulary
Language lacks control and
accuracy

Response may be fragmented

or disorganised





