ST.LOUIS posT-DISPATCH

Copyngm 1991
\ SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 1991 ®

FINAL 5-STAR

Jon Sawyer
Oleg Dugaev (right), a I'istory teacher at St. Petersburg’s School No. 113,
meseting recently with son.e of his students.

Teacher Gives History

An Immediate Focus
Russian Fought System Throughout Career

a friend iImmigrated to Israel In 1977,
leaving a job opening at his secondary
school, Dugaev not only found himself
teaching but also teaching history —
an ldeological mine fleld that was gen-
erally populated by hacks willing to
spout the Communist Party line.
Dugaev's approach was simple. He
Ignored the rules, taught facts and
banished the KGB Inspectors from his

Jon Sawyer recently toured the Sov-
jet Union. His series of reports begins
in St. Petersburg, whose name change
from Leningrad symbolizes that na-
tion’s upheaval.

By Jon Sawyer
Post-Dispatch Washington Bureau
ST. PETERSBURG, Russia — Offl-
cials at the State University In what
was then Leningrad had Oleg Dugaev classroom. "I always taught them only
pegged as a political troublemaker as truth,” he sald, “the real history.”
far back as 1968, during his under- H H Is it any wonder that on Monday,
graduate years. They threw him out. Soviet Union Aug. 19, his students were at Lenlx-
He eventually got his degree by a grad's City Hall, Insisting by their
correspondence course, despite refusing, on presence that the hard-line coup against Sovlet
principle, to take the state examination on scien- President Mikhail S. Gorbachev would not

stand?
tific socinlism as required. Some of his students, new graduates th isum-

Dugae 7 had never Intended to teach. But when See RUSSIA; .'age 8
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i From Page eight

But i
S mne‘le:p.lle all that, Agaptseva sees
schools n“mg moral crisis, in the
o comrnd In society at large as Rus-
niSh, "T[l)\ns the collapse of commu-
cena\m € disorientation in society
e Yln!luencesme children,” she
- “They're confused.”

Mixed Signals

Across the old Soviet Union, in edu-
cation the signals are mixed.

Experimentation Is accepted as
never before, In places like the new
classical education high school In St.
Petersburg that Dugaev's son attends.
But there Is new rigidity as well, as
administrators in the Baltics and in
Ukraine move to bar the use of Rus-
sian as the language of Instruction in
universities.

The Education Ministry, after man-

" dating the new civilizatlon course, has
made no materials available for it.
And, except for a program in Moscow,
the ministry has set up no retraining
for teachers who now must shift their
focus from Marx and Lenin to Plato
and Aristotle.

Minlstry Inspectors no longer prowl
school halls, enforcing ideologlcal pu-
rity. But teachers, even as they relish
the new freedom, must contend with
heavy-handed texts that are relics of
the past. *

Zinalda Panfilova, a librarian, pulls
out the new primary-grade readers
that have just arrived. The covers
look the same as those on the old
edition, issued four years ago. But in
the new version the old chestnuts on
Young Pioneer exploits and the wis-
dom of Lenin are gone.

As Dugaev points out, even the-dew
texts now coming out “‘are relics of-the
past.” i

“They're attempting to rewrite the
books, but the attempts are very bad,"”
he says. “They are mostly rubbish and
junk. The same old people who wrote
the old books are writing these.” | «

Lack of money just makes the prob-
lems worse. ¥

Teachers with 15 years’ expe'rience

earn just 180 rubles a month, less than
$6 at current exchange rates. Classes
are_too big, with an average of 35
students for each teacher. This school
got its first computer just this year; it
still has no laboratory equipment for
chemistry and biology. 1

Freedom, Vulnerability,

Liubov Neimark, a young literature
teacher, has a different worry: -How
students will handle the turbulence all
around them. '

On the one hand, she notes, they
have access to a range of literature
thelr parents never knew. Asked their
favorite American writers and books,
students shout out Ray Bradbury,
Mark Twain, “Gone With the Wind.”
Alexander Solzhenltsyn's “The Gulag
Archipalego” turns up as assigned
reading for senior students, it

But Neimark says her students also
come to class buzzing about what they
see at home now on television — from
the high-wire political drama of the
August coup to the movies from the
West that are now available on Soviet
television, many of them sexually ex-
plicit and violent.

“Before, there were no choices,”
Neimark said, “‘just the one face on
the TV screen. Now, the information
level has changed, and that is good
and bad. Children know things that'we
didn’t know and that probably they

. shouldn't know at this age.”

Dugaey says he is proud that people
stood up to the coup, but he is not yet
convinced that Soviet leaders have
really turned their backs on the pas_l.
Compare what has happened this
year, he suggests, to February 1917,
when the czar was overthrown.  *

“That was a revolution, a really rad-
ical change in everything,” he said.
“What has really changed today?"

Compared to his students, Dugaev
adds, I am a pessimist. 1 gave my
optimism to them."” .

A Talk With Students

And what of the students them-
selves? What do they hope for the
future? The answers from the group
at Dugaev’s apartment, over Russian
tea and apple tortes, are sometimes
surprising. IR

The six students gathered in the
apartment this evening have been in
class together since first grade. Du-
gaev taught them history from sixth
grade on, starting with ancient clvili-
zation and marching them through all
world history, plus Russia both before
and after the Communist revolution.

Dugaev's approach throughout, he
said, was to make no question, no sub-
ject, off limits. If there was an answer
he did not know, he would tell them.so,
he said, and try to find it.

*And that is good, too, to show them
that I am a human being too, someone
who is capable of making mistakes,
who does not know everything but
who knows a little more than they do,"”
he said.

Was there ever a time, the students

are asked, when they believed the old
Saviet dogma in their history texts?
The question brings a quick chorus
of no, the students insisting that the
.slogans and uniforms were never
,more than a game. “It was just a ritu-
-al; like wearing the red tie,” said Ma-
.sha Apostolova. " ‘Grandfather Le-
.nin!" And for three days you were
really proud of wearing it. Then it
became just a habit.”
. .But as the conversation goes on, the
‘mood shifts. Lena Strizhevskya, al-
«ways a leader among her classmates,
-talks about her activities in the Com-
‘munist Young Pioneers and how much
.she loved their summer camps.
““Everything there was based on’
- ‘communism, but there was no idola-
'try,"” she said. “There was respect for
*‘the- flag, for our country, for each
. 'other as human beings.”

it e
©.*. A Spirit Disappears
b LSS R d i et

.‘<Slrizhevskya said that earlier this

: year the camp was sold to a Baltic

shipping company, Which is keeping it
open but as a money-making venture.
The emphasis now is “market rela-

' tions,” with campers organized into

work groups who supply services for
.money.

“ uwe were brought up in the spirit
‘that camp was your home and you

should keep everything tidy and
clean,” she said. “Now they pay you
for keeping it clean.”

What's happened at her Young Pio-
neer camp is typical, Strizhevskya
fears, of the country at large. “All the
beauty is gone,” she said. “There’s
chaos and disorder at the camp, as
there is everywhere.”

Timofey Belyaev, the butt of teasing
all night for his conservative views,
picked up the theme.

“There’s nothing left now, no ideal-
ism,” he said. “We have second-grad-
ers making money, profiteering. They
buy Pepsis for a ruble, sell them for
three rubles and call it smart business.

“Can you really be talking about
changes for the better? You can’t cre-
ate anything high when the ideals are
mean, when the goal is only to make
profit. You will only bring the society
down, not up.”

All but one of these students were
baptized. None is an active member of

any church now, although several vol-
unteer that they would like to go more
often and that church, as Masha Apos-
tolova puts it, is “something lofty."

The dream they share, even Timo-
fey Belyaev, is to teach together after
college, in their own school, to recap-
ture that spirit of community and
shared values they say they had in
Dugaev's class.

Toward 11 p.m., Dugaev shooes
them out the door, declaring that it's
tl.me they were in bed. “Why don’t you
sing us a lullaby?" one of them teases,

and they walk out laughing, arm in
arm.
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Nationalist Says His Generation Was ‘Brainwashed’

This Is the second In a series exploring
attitudes that reporter Jon Sawyer encoun-
tered during a monthlong tour of the Sovlet
Union and Its breakaway republics.

By Jon Sawyer
Post-Dispatch Washington Bureau

KIEV, Ukraine — For Valery Teteryat-
nik, the prairie fire of nationalism
that now blazes across the Ukraine
began 15 years ago al a remote
work camp in the northern Urals of
Russia.

The young civil engineer from
Kiev was embarrassed, among the
friends thrown together there from
throughout the Soviet Union, by
how little he knew of his native
Ukraine.

“We were sitting around the bon-
fire, singing songs,"” Teteryatnik re-
called. “There was another chap
there — a Russian — and he sald to
me, ‘You're Ukrainian, but you don't know
any Ukrainlan songs.' He seemed to know
more about Ukraine than I dld.”

Teteryatnik has learned since then. To-
day he is a popularizer of Ukralnlan folk

Soviet Union

music, a lecturer In Ukrainian history and
a flerce promoter of Ukralnian
Independence.

Across the old Sovlet Union, Teteryat-
nlk's numbers are leglon — those once-
model citizens of the Soviet empire who
have risen, apparently out of nowhere, as
its staunchest opponents.

For all those Western lead-
ers and analysts who want to

somehow hang together, Vale-
ry Teteryatnik — as an ex-
pression of the public mood in
the Ukralne and across the
union — is a useful corrective.

He is a self-proclaimed pac-
ifist who supports the
Ukraine's plans to field a
400,000-member army and to
exert Independent control of
the hundreds of nuclear war-
heads still based on its territory.

The reason, he says, is simple: “We don't
trust Russla.”

As In the Baltics, Georgla and Moldavia,
the Ukralne had no viable independence

believe the Soviet Unlon will |

Jon Sawyer—=
:‘/alery Teteryatnik explaining how -
SEb

See UKRAINE, Page 10

a fervent Ukrainian
nationalist.
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‘Respect, Perks Ebbing For Army

| tour of the §
hreakaway republics
By Jon Sawyer
Post-Dispateh Washington Bureau
| ST. PETERSBURG. USS.R. —

| 1lis two grandfathers. both soldiers.
‘ killed in

were

War 11
ther was a

reerarmy m
oo,
the

rising to
rank of
el
Yevpeny Ko
syikov, san of
this fami
nfficers,

| syakov,depuly ¢ hief of facully
army's space pring instil
one of the most y g
nters in the Soviet
tion 8 1his

What hap-
e respect the army used

pened to
we?
It's not just the shrinking empire

Jon Sawyer
L. Col. Yevgeny Kosyakov (right) enjoying an evening at home with his family, (frem Io'(;]
Alexander Volykhin, his father-in-law; his son, Sasha; and his wife, Nina.

that i for carcer military men who

ook pride in protecting onc sixth of

| e world’s land mass

‘ rhe real humiliation is closer to

\ home — i home that after ninc
venrs in St Petersburg, still consists
of one room in an army hostel for

The room is 18 square yards, or
sphly O fect by 18 feet. The Kosya-
ve (o thelr cooking If
slen, shared with 15 o
nilies

rs statloned In rebelilous
twant them out,

ther army ilu-

ation by 3.7 million or so, the total

nimsell. his wife, and their L4-year-
old dnughter and T-year-old son

Kosyakov describes all this at &
restaurant In downtown St Peters:

number of troops In the Soviet army

Imogine the increased duress

t

for

in short, Is a mill-
perate distress.
See SOVIET, Page 15




Soviet

From page one

Soviet President Mikhail S. Gorbachev promised
last month to reduce the total armed forces by
700,000. Even rapid demobilization. however, would
not overcome the flood of Soviel soldlers who are
due home soon from Eastern Europe and the now-
independent Baltle republics.

Last month, according to Soviet press reports, a
<irike commitlee was formed by civilian crew mem-
bers on ships based at the Northern Fleet headquar:
ters at the Arctic Ocean port of Murmansk. Aboul
1.200 crew members stationed there were without
apartments and facing wails of as long as 20 years,
the reports said.

After decades of meeling the military’s orders
first. suppliers of food, clothing and medical equip-
ment now balk. Backtire bomber crews have reports
edly gone without flight helmets. Navy purchase
apents cannot get proteclive rescue clothing for air
crews. Soldlers badger tourlsts everywhere, selling
off their bells, their fur hats and thelr jackels.

Army officials say they are increasingly squeezed

- by suppliers demanding cither hard currency, bar-
:ter.or prices much higher than budgeted by the
- Soviet Detense Minlstry. To meet what is described
2 as o mounting crisis, troops at military bases
. uroughout the country have taken to the land, doing
< n:nnunl 1abor at military farms and food-processing
anlts.
! “The carefree limes have pone,” said LU Gen. A
3 Abramov, deputy commander of the Leningrad Mil-
2 itary District, In an interview last May with Radlo
 Liberty; the US-funded Information service for the
 Soviet Unlon.
4 “Theprovision of food Is growing into a task equal
* to that of achieving combat and organizational
readiness.”
. Desperately short of rubles, faced with Increas:
* ingly restive troops and officers, the army scram-
* bles for cash, s salesmen travel the west, hawking
MIG-23 jets, rocket engines, even bits of plutonium.
The Soviet Union's respected space program is on
the block, oo, as are high-streagth, high- tempera-
ture alloys of the sort required for advanced rocket
engines and nuclear reaclors.
. Yevgeny Kosyakov, for one, says sell on — not
| just for the hard currency that such sales produce
i hut for the possibility of using them asa springboard
. for acquiring Western technology as well.
;. “lthink we should be bolder, that we should move
. ahead on this,” Kosyakov said.
. “There’sasaylng here that appiles. If you have an
% apple and 1 have an appie and we trade, the saying
" poes, cach of ‘us will still have one apple. But it §
have an idea and you nave an idea and we trade,
each of us will have two ideas.”

Kosyakov grew up an army bral, moving with his
family across the vast reaches of the Soviet empire
wilh his father, an Instructor of driving.

The younger Kosyakov was born In East Germany
and spent the first few years of his life there, "The
only thing | remember.” he says, “are the good

Jon Sawyer
Lt. Col. Yevgeny Kosyakov inspecting a
cannon with his son, Sasha, at the Soviet
Museum of Artillery in St. Petersburg.

sausages with mustard.” Then came (w0 years In
Armenia, three in Leningrad — as SL. Petersburg
was known under communism — five in the western
Ukraine, two n Kazakhstan and four in the Soviet
far east.

Back then, Kosyakov. recalls, being in the army
was something special. “People were wealthier in
the army than elsewhere,” he sald. “There were
traditions in the army too, special ties that made
privates and offlcers quite close Lo one another.”

His father never had to walil for an apartment,
Kosyakov said, recalling the especially spacious,
four-room {lat where they lived in Chabarovsk. His
father had a car then and a driver — a far cry from
(he rattietrap Zaporozhels he now drives himsell.

Kosyakov was o good student and wanted to pur-
sue a career in physics. His parents persuaded him
to enter the army’s space engineering institute in-
ctead. “They had a dream lo see thelr son an offl-
cer,” he sald,

“My expectations mostly did not come through.”
|s Kosyakov's dry reduction of the tedlum he en-
countered, working at monitoring stations for the
Soviel space program in Kazaknstan, the Crimea
and the Kamchatka Peninsula.

in 1981, he won permission to return 1o the insti-
tute, where he completed his doctorate and joined
the faculty. He has divided his time since then
between research and teaching. He was appointed
deputy faculty chiel last year.

The latest promotion brought with it no change in
nousing, however. The Kos; vs remain on hold,
near the top of a list that for the moment appears Lo
be frozen.

City offlcials In St. Petershurg, as of earlier this
year, have stopped making apartments avaliable to
the army. Kosyakov zaid the space engineering
intitute decided to supply Its own nousing. [t set
aside land and started construction on a complex of
apartment bulldings

Put work has ground to a halt because the instl-
tute cannot get the bullding supplies it needs. St
petersburg offl jals now are threatening to lake
over the project and the apartments, Kosyakov sald,
which would delay still longer his family's hopes for
a larger home,

Why not just quit?

Surely there is market for Kosyakov's computer
<kills, and at asalary far petter than the | 00 rubles
2 month that he earns now. After this week's latest
devaluation by the Soviet central bank, 1,000 rubles
are worth just $25 — and even less, $11, at the black-
marke! rate of exchange.

Kosyakov's hesitatlon, as he explains it, Is part
tear of the unknown, part loyalty, even now, Lo the
milltary calling. and part bureaucratic Catch-22,

The space engineering Institute suffered for
years, Kosyakov acknow ledpes, {rom (he restric-
tions that Western natlons, at U.S. Insistence, placed
on the export of a 100§ Hist of computers and other
exports with pn!emml milltary value.

But today, he and his colleagues work with ad-
vanced versions of the 1BM personal computer and
with equivalent models. Kosyakov fears that he
might not find an employer In the civillan world
with the same Kind of equipment

“Certainly the conditions we have 1o work In are
dlfferent from those in Eurcpean . or US. Instl-
lutes,” he sald. “We read Western magazines; we
have Information on what you have. But compared
to Russian civilian Institutes, ours Is quite well-
equipped.”

As for taking the leap Into private business, Ko-
syakov professes anxiely. “There are few people
really competing now on the private market,” he
<ald. "1 am not sure [ could find the right niche for
me."

The Calch-22, naturally, concerns the apartment.

11 Kosyakov completes 25 years' service In the
army and finishes his tour at the Institute, ke will be
legally entltied to a three-room apartment, at virte-
ally no cost. In St. Petersburg.

1t he quit early, however, he would not only lose
\he promised apartment but also his residence reg-
istration, without which the tamily could not legally
reside In St. Petersburg.

And <o they walt, month after month In that single
nostel room, knowing full well that there's a catch
within the catch. What i the arm sen the general
chaos now in Soviet soclely, never glves them that
apartment at all?

“We are very close (o gelting an apartment.” says
Kosyakow's wife, Ning, a teacher who has temporar:
ily left her career to be with thelr chlldren.

“Hut we've been close for twa years, and for those
two years the movement has virtually stopped.”
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Officials Pin Hopes
On Private Gardens

By Jon Sawyer
Post-Dispalch Washington Buresu

KISILNYA, Russia — The saving
grace In Yevgeny and Nina Kosya-
xov's dismal housing situation lles 60
miles away, in the refuge of her par-
ents’ home.

The Kosyakovs come almost every
weekend. Their children, Masha, 14,
and Sasha, 7, have spent their sum-
mers in Kisilnya since shortly after
Sasha's birth.

Nina Kosyakov's father, Alexander

Volykhin, shows off the half-acre
farm plot that seven

Marina Salye, head of the parlla-
mentary committee set up lo handle
emergency food distribution forathe
St. Petersburg reglon, Insistset at
when winter clamps down in eaffiést,
“There will be no starvation, no_fgm:
Ine; I'm sure of that." i

The reason, she sald, Is as clepf as
the pile of potatoes, knee de in
Alexander Volykhin's garden - sffed.
Almost everyone, Salye said, 1sigar-
dening at their country dacha cottapes
— or else they have relallveagnd
friends who do. o
Intervieweqrat

years ago, when he
and his wife retired,
was little more than
swamp.

Here's the pump
he Installed himself,
there the tomato and
potato plots where he
burned down the
trees and pulled up
stumps. This brightly

that.??

13

.rhere will be no
starvation, no
famine; I’'m sure of

MARINA SALYE, focd
official for St. Petersburg

City Hall In. SE=Pe:
tersburg, the chdin-
smoklng Salye’ sald
she herself hadihar-
vested a bumper
crop of potatoesIhis
fall, in anticipation
of the winter afiéad:

Salye iswald
enough to have llved

painted shed, blue
with yellow trim, is
his creation too, and the loft above
where he keeps his inflatable rubber
fishing boal. An old bathtub sils out
front, his extra reservoir for water.
Thelr apartment Is a surprise, a
ground-floor unit in a six-story con-
crete-block building. Thls was fermer
Soviet leader Nikita S. Khrushchev's
idea of bringing urban comforts to the
toiling masses of the countryside.
There il sits today, a white elephant
amid the traditional, century-old
frame houses that dot the unpaved
roadsand cranberry bogs of Kisilnya.

The Volykhins came lo Kisiinya
seven years ago from Murmansk, on
the Arctic Ocean, where Alexander
Volykhin had worked in a nickel proc-
essing plant. An injured war veleran,
he retired early and now draws a pen-
sion of 500 rubles a month — about
$12 at current exchange rales. The
insulin shots and pills he and his wife
take for dlabeles are (ree,

But it's the garden, not the rubles,
that makes these pensioners the main-
stay of the family.'And it Is tiny gar-
dens llke thelrs, Russian officlals
hope, that will get the country through
this coming winter of trial.

through the slege of
Leningrad, a.d00-
day blockadéeiby
German forces during World War I
The city survived, but at a terrible
price, including one stretch of sevéral
months when deaths from starvation
exceeded 3,500 a day. b

Salye’s mother was among them.
Even now, half a century later, the
subject is too emotional for this hard:
edged woman Lo discuss. Y

She sald that today, in fact, "We
have quite a lot of food In the city:

“The problem is how to protect the
people of the lowest income because
the prices for food are so high now,”
she sald. '

When the price jumps even more
this winter, Salye sald, the govern-
ment must impose rationing or some
olher system to ensure food for all.

She said that during the siege, by
contrast, “there was no food, period,
no matter how much money or pre-
clous jewels you might have.” * '

“And you should also add the daily
bombing and the cold because there
was no heat, no electricity,” Salye
said. “There Is no way to compare the
situation then to now.” '
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Survivor

Lithuanian Fccapcd
Holocaust And Lived
To See Independence

TS 45 the fourth in a series exploring attlitedes thot
reporter yer encountered during a monthiong four
of the Soviet Union and its breakaway republics. 113}
By Jon Sawyer § ety
Post-Dispateh vumnqvcn F repy

. Lithuania — Noem|
Vanagiene d of
ke Lithuanian republic, born to free.
dom in ancient heart of Ei
well-to-do Jewish professional
N & prosperous, tolerant Lithuanlan
tawn
The year was
as Vapagiene puts it now,
and beautitul” »\rJ then the mn cen-
tury came pounding In, not enly
Beyo"d The smashing to pleces the fragile inde-
Soviet Union  pendence of the Daltic states bt atso
————SmAshing something more — the idea
that there were Himits to human evil,
Walking the streets of Vilnlus today, a as of last
August that is free again,
quintesseatial survivor. She knows everyone. She livds
well, with a five-room apartment In Vilaius and a weekend
condominlum on the Baltic Sea.
Vanagiene, 53, the widow of Lithuania’s mast eminent

2, and everything,

Fuy

thhuama

From page one

And vel this confident, resourcelul woman, like so
many fellow subjects of the Soviet empire, rs the
sears of her lime and place: the murder of most of
her family, years of hunger and cold, the death of
her son, the flames of anti-Semitism that roged
speciacularly under the Nazis and then rekindled,
unbelievably, under the el regime.

Can you blame her, then, for looking to the fulure

with o wary, skeplical eye? For her gene
perhaps, the Daltics will always remain, fir:
foremaost, the expressway route belween Moscow
and Berlin.
‘It'sone thing to declare independence,” she said.
“I'squite another to be r d truly free. Weare
far {rom thal. Perhaps Estonia will succeed, They
are more isolated. But we are too much in the way, [
think, Lithuania and Latvia

“We're always in the way of somebod

_Family Prospered Before War

Before the war, the Vanagiene family lived in
Siaulial, the third-largest town in Lithuania and the
place where Jews were mos! accepted in communi-
1y life, Mashe Brombers; owned a pharmacy. Her
husband had a thriving medical practice,

The Russians arrived In 1940 and that life
stopped. The drugstore was nationalized, The pri-
vale medical practice was closed. And then, a year
later, came the Nazis and the descent into hell.

On June 22, 1941, the day the German army
entered Lithuania, Vanagiene and her mother
boarded the very last train that made it out to
Russta. They had never been lo Russia, had no
connections there and no idea where (o stop.

“We just rode the train unth it stopped” at a
village in Central Asia, about 1,000 miles cast of
Moscow, Mashe Bromberg recalls. She worked first
as a nurse, and then later as a librarian. The room
they shared for four years had no heal and no
bathroom; they scrounged constantly for food

Vanaglene's father had been drafted Into the
Soviet army by then, s a military doctor, He saw his

2 Jon Sawyer
Noemi Bromberg Vanagiene on the streets of

Cld Town in Vilnius, Lithuania.

physiclst, knows most of her nation’s leaders. She qu

she saw during the wa
agiene’s war, In sum: One
{ ria, be-
killed, along,
first days. Another
centratioa camp at Dachau and

her family, in the w
survived the
Igrated to Ca

he people who sta!
£ad things," she sald,
cannot be for

ngs

na-
tion, but still,

And besides, i
through the late 1940s and ea ntl-Semi-

tism was not just behind you, |'\ \'-m Germany, It
caupht up with Mashe nrc‘rr’wr.,s hus , by then
a full colonel with a distinguishes Ar career as
anarmy p! an, in early 155

All (hrough 1952, anti-Semitism had been build.
Ing, with Soviet dictator Josef Stalin convinced that
Lanmc n 'mg Je With Americans and renegade

Yugoslav C f his destruction.
A show Irio ihat year resull-
¢d in the execution of 11 Jews from the top ranks of
the Czechoslovak Communist Party.

On Jan. 13, 1953, Stalin informed the world that
“murderer doctors™ had conspired to klil top lead-
crs of the nation, Some of those alicged o be
conspirators were “connected with the International
Jewish bourgeols organization,” the official report
sald.

Three months later, after Stalin's death in March,
Soviel authorities dismissed the allegation as a hoax,
In the meantime, however, doctors close to the top
leadership were arrested and tortured, And many
others, especially Jewish doctors in the milltary like
Bromberg's hushand, were summarily dismissed,

Bromberg sald she had expecied worse — (hat
they would be deported to Siberla.

“They told us that all the Jews ncre would be
deported,” she sald. “The mililary people were
compeling (o lake over our apartments

And so Bromberg, Just @ dozen years after her
family’s first flight into Russia, sold off her “pre-
clous things™ agaln, hoarding cash for Sideria.

“There was permanent trembdling among all the
doctors.” Vanaglene said. “Bul then, thank heaven,

Stalin died.” .__._.7

Anna Akhmatova, Russia’s prem cr "ocl of the 20th centu-
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:n.l::,n" Ihe war, Bromberg's hushand bad sympa-
e With the Soviet revolution. From the end of
© War until his death, he was. “like any thinking
E‘”‘“f\‘ 2 closet opponent., Bromberg sald, She
Al him fiddling. almaest eveey day, with the dials
“n hes patched-together short-wave mdin, steaining
through the static to pick up the news on the Britch
Iroadeast Corp.'s World Service,
ut he always taned in secretly, and never when
“he was around, Vanagsene aid.

A Model Soviet Citizen

By this time. she was 8 model Soviet citizen
hersell, thoroughly indoctrinated through her
schooling, Vanagiene said. If she had stumbled on to
her pareats listening to anti-Soviet radio broadcasts,
she would have turned them in, she <ays now,

“They were very afraid of me,” she says her
pareats were thea. “All parents were afraid of thelr
<hildren. It was an atmosphere of total fear. If
pareats wanted o say somefhing, they wen ¢
walk; they'd never say anything at home.™

Vanagiene's own awakening came later, Ihrough
her English studies at Vilnius University and then
her romance and marriage to Viades Vanagas, 3
theoretical physicist whose brilllance put him be-
yond the leaden rules of bureaucracy and party
politics.

Her husband never joined the Communist Party
and never hid his contempt for it Vanagiene said
And yet he rose to the chairmanship of his uaiversi-
Iy department and membership in the Soviet Acade-
my of Sciences.

“Every time they <ad they were promoting him
‘a5 an exception.” ” Vanagiene recalled. “But when
people would (ell me it was impassible to achieve
anything without joiniag the party, 1'd v, ‘Dontiell
me that, Look at my hushand.®

“le hated the regime. e hated the hypocrisy, the
ingustice of it. 1 think he <aw more, maybe, than
oihers did.”

The couple had two children. a daughler, Lena,
and a son. Julius — aamed in 2 hurst of conflidence
after Julius Cacsar, she i, When he was 9, Julius,
like his mother before him, was an cnthusiastic
school-taupht heliever in all things Sovicl

“He came home one day, full of excitement abost

A story in his school reader about these brave Young
Ploneer Comm 1S who had crossed Ihe ice on a river,
Vanagiene said. “And the next day, he went out on the rive
10 try that himself. Bul Ihe ice was tco thin, and he fell
IBrough and drowned.”

Itis a hnillant fall afternoon as Vs
tragedy, <iting on 3 beaeh in 3
astie, Telling the stoey, o
seems o million miles away,

maRiene o
ark bene
Rging long

alls the
hthe Vilnius
a cigarette, she

work. She aow woeks al the Vilnius kidney clinke,
in the constant search for cash. With 15 limited equipment
the Vilnius clinie can ve only 30 dialysis p
time; the waiting Iist is never less than 200 p
Riene $3id

Vanagiene’s husband dicd
where he had gone on o
versity. Her only daugl
studying medicine, So
Vilnlus. She visits her mother almest ¢
pround-floor apariment where Bromberg |
decades, just a stone’s thraw from Vilnius” main sc

That's the square where Leain’s statue used (o ¢t
before August. Across Lhe sireel was KGE headqy
Vanagiene says she used o and watch its entrance,
wandering about the Lithuanians who wen
what it was they did. Now Ih .
side, declaring that Lithuania will make this building 3
museum of Soviel penecide.

« SUNDAY.

her hus!
ear-eved, He
hard to be
has lived $4 years, these 84 years in (his place
it s only this year, Bromberg sald, that Lith

leve 183t she

Anians

seriously Ine talk of Ind 0body (NG Sbout
I before.” she <1k, “Nobody thought of Ihe Russians'
ctually leaving,
AS to Lilhuania's fulure. she s
skeptic.
‘Evervbody fives with hope, bt

Bromherg said

of her life? Brom
10 1928 and her

three years she
<he met my

hink she respected
him. She knew he was a kind and geatle man. But there was
not the passion she felt for the Egyplian. All that was gone
from her I

Vanagiene sald that when she met her own husdand. a
gentile, her mother repeated the warnisg
had given her that she must marry a Jew. Vanaglen
who by then heard of the E
IBat she was shocked 1o hear such an argument from her.

And she said to me, "And what i |
ammed? And then Israel and Egy
s and the Jews? W ave had to sepa
rents were right”

iRiene concleded, smiling,

Vanagiene’s marriage went (Rrough
nenl, \er miother regret it

own parents

ver for a mo-
¢ said
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Few Lithuanian Jews
Escaped The Holocaust

By Jon Sawyer
Post-Dispatch Washegten Bureau
VILNIUS, Litheania — The German
commander for the Ik pion re-
ported in Januar that Nazk
forces had killed i Jews in Iheir
first Ihree months in Lithuani. For
e war years as o whaole, the killing
fotaled 136,000,
The population of Jews in Lithuania

that he was
wasn't right.”

it wasn't right

conscience cver since, Mileikowski
sa1d. [t doesn’t matier
commanded him lo leav

English still Beavily accente
45 years in Australia, “1 knew that day

A Christian family look the two boys

t his mother

ars in Ihe

today is fewer than 3,
Ir's casy o forg:
er, how extraondinary IE was
Noemi Bromberg Vanagiene and hee
mother escaped the Holocaust, The
vast majority of Lithuanian Jews did
[

Consider Mirseh Milelkowski, who
today runs an auto hody shop in Mels
bourne, Australia, e was in Vilnius
this fall with his son, [hvid, back for
the sccomd time to the place of his
vouth. Ilis mother, his sister, his 3
ther, aunts, uncles, cousine — almest
(0 a person, the Nazis killed them all

Mileikowski was 12 In the sumnmier
of 1942, when the Nazis bepan killing
thhe Jows still alive in Vilnius. Most by
then had been segregated in a ghelto
in the Old Town section of Vilnlus
Mileikowski lived there with his math-
or, his older brother and his youn
sister.

“My father had alrcady disap-
pearcd, and we presumed he wWas
Killed.” Milcikowski recalled, “The
Germans were rounding the Jews up.
My mother told us to run, and we did,
my hrother and L She and my sister
staved behind.”

The mother and sister both were
killed — a fact that has preyed oa his

in, hiding them for three ¥
cellar of its farmhouse on the culskirts
of Vilnlus. Each night for those three
vears, Ihe couple’s leen-age daughler,
not much older than Mileiko
would open the cellar doors and bring
the two brothers [

Four ycars a
and Mileikowski's departure
a. he came back, e found
house of his wartime refuge and
knocked on ihe door. When a young
woman answered, he gave (he name
of that leen-ager from the war and
asked whether she knew what bhad
become of her.

Yes,” Ihe young woman said, sur-
prised. “She (s my mother, and this is
«till her house,”

Mashe Dromberg sald that yes,
there were Lithuanians who collabo-
rated with the Nazis. The “great hero
ism” of Ihat time, however, was that so
many Lilhi ans, ot the risk of their
own lives, acled 10 save Jews,

“There is a museum in Jerusalem
where (rees are planted Lo honor ev:
ery Lithuanian who saved Jews™
liyombers did. "One such persoa is
worlh thousands,




Vitaly Yurazov, a director turned entre
Petersburg.

Capitalist Drama

Puppeteer Tries His Hand As En ntrepreneur,
Group Of Private Companies

Sets

Thisis the ina series ex

aler and oper-
ales a conglom
erale that
hondles as
much as a half-
militon rubles &

ch ond The
Soviet Union

currency exchange Lo th
of bribes
orphosis be,
when Soviet

the lax breaks er
cultural enterpri

The equation, 1o Yurazov, seemed
simple ugh,

There are subsidies for cullure,’

he sakd, "I am the cul
be feltiag some of the subsic

A business friend. 2!
time, clued Yurazow In ¢
ing M - Lh; he new {ox law
exempled not only theaters but also

s Up Eclectic

peneur, standing in front of television Ctlml”n'l in St

Awyor

0 Sawyor

Irena Isayeva, an accountant hired away from the state qos
company 1o work for a budding entrepeneur, in her tiny

office in St. Petersburg,

. MACHINIST PLEASED he
joined new company..Page 18

any othe usinesses attached

olherwise [aced
p 1o 60 percent would
owe nothing inked up lo a

nlown SL. Pelers

v.u" r.»r belld n‘r1<
ompanies. A movle sty
nodities business import-

Theater
e a theater
ol the thesplan side
business remains a
» With just a handful of
actors rehearsing an Isadora Dua-
See YURAZOV, Paged




Yurazov

From page one

can show'ln lemporary space.
o cc;l ihe theater (s hig)!

0¥ nn*lr;:mcrl ofthe
L‘ls pocke!, p\\pfm.

records kfpl’ rn- pigeon
Yuraz 0v share

So much for Price Waterhoyse
The rough d (ransforma-
tion of the Soviet economy,

d
ting dollars from tourists.
Vitaly Yurazov may be in a clas S5 by
himself.
I approached this
m'au cal production sald,
“putting together the (’Irrrrr_s for a
successful climax. 1 o
recior — that ks m

bus nM\'

__ Bribes Routine

One element that has keyed the con-
glomerate’s success Is bribes

e ¥ th n whom we

are very muc g ‘5ays Alex

Milrarich, who heac

ends on audio-
tapes, beer Jm., other co er ds
Imported from the West. It could r
functlon without cooperatis
agents and without hard currency
from bank clerks willing to flout the
law on currency exchange controls,

The bribe is propo
value of the goods imported, Milnar-
ich sald, usually a liltle more than 1
percent,

“There Is, unfortuna
way (0 pay these people w
worth to us," says Mlinarict
w‘m. fell into business by ¢

“They may be criminals according to
ke outstanding law, but 1 do not think
of them as criminals

“Here you have a customs agent,

y, who yr& a salary of 200 rubles or

X rubles a month. And yet this Is
someone upon whose
may:gain or lase de that Is w
miilfons of rubles.

Or consider someone who works at
the bank, i d-currency
loanworth 50 inimport.
ed goods, but rv h msel! Is earning $00
rubles a mon

g 0.000 rubles for a
seat on one of the new
exchanges that hav
Petersburg and in
glves the com,

pay for R00ds they r rr-‘
“Onge we know the price,’ d

“we'go to our llers c Lﬂn.e lhe

counlry. If we can ge

there, we decide whether ns worth it

Lo us to arrange the import,

Mlinarich’s arrangement with Yur-
nzov, IS typlcal In most res s of all
{he subsidiaries.

Al toney Is channeled through a
single ‘account at the stale bank,
accounl controlled by \'Jra
celvg e (ax break. Profits are dis-
tributed to Milnarich's six employees
aftef 10 percent Is piven off the i p o
Yurnm" Declslons on who gets to

l’dnwn funds for the bank, and
Wimuch, are discussed among all
(he suhsl d'ary managers.

chlef !‘Ipcﬂllt'

hopldg

Alays ang everywnere
xtlle Institute, Yuors
r.j .-. wre‘nr'ri 1'14 lcr

confiden-
lawyérs

Boh the equipment and the staff for
the vid: ubsiclaries come from the
textile Institute

clary called Frames.
we had e-nn'.:u.tus here,

co m.»rk The xrxxnr netitute wasn't
dull for me, just

nd technical

stale and

l,‘c hrs and only foo

burg's deflance of the coup I ‘.'c‘m
Iz August They are editing it nos
to market It to television n

n the West,
not that we have no flogs,”
cautloned, “We're sometimes
m umtsdcw;:n somelimes in

changlag; l‘ < not at n;l
Heand | '-(llr- ch

. that cost them J
2d almost drove them
'\I'\g a laws

Warkers al the factory already have
d out 400 tons of scrap metal
They've patched up leaks, but still,
with cellings 45 feel high, this dark
and cavernous space promlses to be
hell In winter,
ows off prized finds 1)
rubblsh heap:a 194
.1I rolhpurrh*r selzed &s war booly
and an an-
y parts that
he cheerfully concedes were stolen,
Yurazoy says they might even pet
IBese antiques to work,
Surveylng the scene, his pride Is
unabashed
11 IS the mast respectable, the
most solld part of all our operations,
Lhe entreprencur allows.
bls Is another operation, like that
at the textile Institute, where Yurazov
and company have explolted openings
In the crumbling system of Soviet state

Oppo 1..rln' knocked here because

of the state factory’s chronic fallure to
It pr
of bull
ar Tncdc

by Yurazov's assoclates g
workspace al the factory ani C
equipment, In exchange for two days'
work each week on the bulldozer
spares

In the three month ‘iv‘.:c WOrk be-
gan, the factory subs: has signed
contracts to produce as nan\' as 500
steam bollers a year for heating

) rubles per boiler, the
emely lucratlve — as.
'y comes up with
¢ metal and equipment to get the
bollers made.
We have qualified
rlg 1y speclalized workers,
Rusin, the subsidi
hat we need are !
tand orders.
know of any folnt venture
he added, “we'd be very

plants. AL 40,0

nanagers and
sald Ros-
s director,
By, equip:

~ DreamingOn

in St

a proposal surfaces
Yura-

rsburg, one sen taly
zav will sniff It out I

hopes, wiil g
humming agaln.
Yurazov can't afford any letdown
*ho belped master the currency
Re Proc res f hc:r.
d-'nmnn for Amer
school at the Unls
The beokkeeper, [renn
{ to the hem‘. of
tbut d

for he nonn p\y'rcn' Yurazos

u es that at the moment the business
flush enough to make her the loan.
"Ih.\!'s ihe difference between us

and all the old enterp

ple are alienated,”

trylag to get

everybody."
For himself,

he muses, he'd like to
2et back to a {e h.

historical

he life of n

.nau'.lrl.ﬂm who emigrates to

America just after the revolution and
€5 PO'ne a half rrrl.:r\' later

thing lo me that ,ron« wh
was llke, from the
{he 19605’
And what of the heater itself — the
Lenlngrad Art Imitatlve Theater that

n of enterprises?

nn yes, the theater,
eatdream,”
& reflective moment
Is our hope someday {o have
performance <:mce for our theater
T 'i.rcr we get

Yura.

rllnr,. .'n'_-' orlg) nnl ﬂcldA

He has plans, 3
mounting the definitive production of
“Crime and Punishment.” of captur-
Ing on stage somehow the 19th-centy-
ry St. Petershurg D
classlc, It will be, he pr
spectacular™

And should there be profits, know-
Ing Yurazov, they will surely be tax.
free. v

ky's
ruly




AWAKENINGS

Confident

moimﬁw_\m O_nm&w:o w:::i
To Job Wi

Jon Sawyer

ith his crew of workers. They were stamping

out bulldozer spare parts in a private factory in St

r 15 years he and his wife

rwice what they were earoing

ow 38, Pliushkov s3id he b Pliushkoy's avocations

‘The reason 1 stayed at the state

they don't care how to make

_ we'd be covered with moss,” he said

“‘Of course, there were risks. Not
¢lear. Not everything

But he wouldn't nave made the
leap to this private venture, he con-
cedes, if he had thought there was no

possibility of a better life.

'ho Knows?"” his new boss Vitaly

Yurazov says, rubbing his hands and

thinkiog abead. “We might build an
iment block ourse »
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From page one

time he wes a teen-ager during the 1960s, and especially in
the turbulent past half-decade of political and economic
change, he sald, Radio Liberty had consiste; provided
the most objec ve, most complete and most sophisticated
analysls of Soviet affairs.

“Beginnlng in the detente years you could hear all the
‘Voices,"* Kan said, “from the Voice of Am ) the BBC
and Radlo Liberty. But Liberty is the best, ar
because it was the one that concentrated on events here.”

Many people here, Kan among them, belleve that Radio
Liberty, because of its unique role in awakening Soviet
people to the possibility of change, deserves the Nobel
Prize for Peace.

]n The Beginning

Radio Liberty was the last of three major efforts by the
Unlted States to broadcast in Europe. Voice of America
began in 1942, targeted initially at the German population
but expanding after the war to include broadcasts in other
languages.

Radlo Free Europe began transmitting in 1951, with
programming aimed at the subj d peoples of the Soviet
satellite states in Eastern Europe, Those advocating b -
casts Into the Soviet Union itself argued for a separate
service.

And so Radio Liberty was born — or rather Radio
Liberation, as it was known informally until government
overseers decided on a less militant name.

Eugene Lyons Jr., then a senior editor at Readers' Di
gesl, was so Incensed by the name change that he quit the
advisory board that had been established as public cover
for the CIA's new project,

“To him that was appeasement,” Critchlow recalled.
“‘Liberty’ meant just sitting on the sidelines.”

Ronalds and Critchlow arrived at Radio Lib
in Munich in the summer of 1952, Neither matct
1y’s image of hard-boiled antl-communism,

Critchlow hated the engineering he had studied he
Massachuselts Institute of Technology. He was miserable
in Schenectady, N.Y., where he wrote advertising copy for
General Electric Co, When he saw an advertisement offer-
ing GI Bill money for courses in the Russian language, he
Jumped at the chance.

He had a brief stint next with the old Atomic
Commission in Washington before the Radio Libe
ject began,

Ronalds learned Russian courtesy of the Nav
World War II interrupted his undergraduate st
Princeton University. The first months after the war found
him in Vienna, under Navy orders (o ferret out what
information he could on the Soviets' atom

This was a heady assignment for a young naval officer
with no college degree, Ronalds recalled with a laugh,
especially for someone whose own background was politi-
cally suspect.

His best friend, growling up in Morristown, N.J., became
a top organizer for the Communist Party. That friend’s
sister married folk singer Pete Seeger, known then and
since for his leftist politics. As a teen-ager, Ronalds spent so
much time around Seeger’s Greeawich Village crowd that
a friendly FBI officlal felt compelled to warn his father.

“I was pro-Soviet,” Ronalds recalled. “ It wasn't until [ got
to Europe that I began to get a clearer idea of what system
they had over there.”

's office
d Liber-

On The Air

In 1952 Ronalds joined Critchlow in M L

Boris Shub, the emigre son of Lenin’s Soviet biographer,
was hired as Radio Liberty's political adviser and put most
of the original staff together. He was a brash New York
lawyer who set oul, loaded with CIA money, to buy the best
talent in Europe. .

It was Shub who persuaded Victor Frank, then head of
the Russian-language service at the British Br adcasting
Corp., to jump ship. It was Shub who scoured the ranks of
Soviet emigres, coming up with discoveries such as the taxi
driver who happened to be 2 north Caucasian novelist,

As Radlo Liberty approached the date of ils debut, the

be the ti ck
nd then a voice

later Stalin v
rew, build-

and expanding

ing Critchlow

CIA. They éncountered
Washing

little interferenc

The defendants were no
i Daniel
of their de
J

¥ ony befor
audience, Ronalds

emendous boost to the

agreement call

another Y
pe to permane: et

subm

d the public exposure
! Fulbright,
S merged with
able for its budget
gh the U.S. Informs
tchlow left Radio 1
ver be permitted to see the Soviet Union
a year later, with
h division of the Age
e three tripss
Ronalds, after stints b director and as
§ ming director for the Voice of America, is back in

S

Vi 44
decades of ¢ ring Soviet affairs, what 3
Liberty miss?
one — the force th
than-anything else, Critchlow believ
Soviet communism,

seriously. [ p!
res for years but | n
ook them seriously."

___ Meeting With Solzhenitsyn

How much of a differen
broadcasting into the
i 2

did it make, all thos
1ess of the Soviet (

S recalls the day in 1974 th
L, with Alexander S yn. The
ad begun just a few days earlier and R
who at the time was Radio Liberty's dir clor, was
breadcast a message from Solzhenitsyn back to his
at home,

Ronalds was accompa
announcer who would res
broadcast.

“When Solzhenitsyn heard his voice he sald he recog-
nized it, from hearing it on the " Ronalds said,
Solzhenitsyn claimed, in fact, to h been a listener of
Radio Liberty for years, and from as far away as Kazakh-
stan in Central Asia

Ronalds was startled — this was
Liberty's expected range.

“I was so delighted,” Ronalds sald. “If only this one man
this Selzhenitsyn, was listening, that made the whole Ihxng'
worthwhile,"”

the Russian-language
enitsyn's words for the

much farther than
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Jon

Sergei |. Baranovsky, a defense engmeer. out-
side his research laboratory.

Moscow

iFrom page one

:Jeded {o get the company on its feetl.
w-Flnally, salvation came with the
‘ar. Baranovsk
iered a cache of surplus Soviet

;8ext to nothing™ and sold them for
‘dollars to the Saudi government.
y where he got
his supply or what his profits were,
“Several milllon rubles” was as spe-
wellic as he would get. “Certainly, it's
bren our maln profit so far,” he said.
~rAnd getting the working capital in
‘hand just meant facing up to all his
other headaches: shoddy equipment,
breakdowns in supply and bureaucrat-
¢ structures that are short-circuiting
since the botched coup in August,
“We have brains and cheap labor,
raw materials and éven sophisticated
metals,” Baranovsky said. “We have
some very interesting technologies —
some of them unique — that we could
sell in the West
= “What we need is technology a
assistance in marketing d,
BlI, real capitalists —
Ministries we have now.
« The problem, for Baranovsky and
1 other reformers of the Soviet Un-
Jon's bloated military-industrial com-
plex, is that effective conversion
means achleving four major transfor-
metions almost simultaneously:
- @ From a command economy to the
free market.
» ® From central government contro)
fo autonomy for the republics,
® From & closed milltary system to
bne u;_al's open.
= ® From milltary prodGction t
Evlllan, ¥ 2

By Jon Sawyer

Post-Dispatch Washington Bveuu
MOSCoOw

b rl'l.s (r\ ﬁ

prestigious
Institutes, his ho
convert this natl
bund d se factor
bubbles with ideas for com-
he says
be

the g

awyer
plnnb that aims to prc"l.cc
erything from cataly

so mixed
1leader

dc'cr“‘cr ve,
“This Is a command econ

anymore, bu n ere is als

economy g t. Th

plan does on any
the same time, there s
gram to replace it,
¢ “And In the meantime, people are
mixed up. We had eight or nine differ-
ent ministries making decisions that
were Important for defense conver:
sfon; thelr fate now Is unclear. For the
fioment, they are dormant. Some
Ministers have rc'lred others are
a'.\nl'mr new orders,’
wMtDonnell Douglas, take heart: It
C'J‘J!d be worse. .
~ St Louls and other defe
dent US. communities have been ad-
Justing, and will continue to adjust, to
smeller milltary budgels. For workers
dh'specific product lines
Eagle or B-2 Stealth bomber, the
':-'hdlng down of the Cold War has
@early been traumatic.
-Eul consider the challenge facing
the Sovlet Unlon, where the defense
.CLUQN’& has absorbed anywhere from
12 1o 26 percent of the country’s
c‘:,uron'lcoupl.l.r cording to
external estimates. U.S fern
spending, by contrast, runs leu than n
percent of GNP at present and did not
exceed 8 percent even at the height of
the milltary bullé-up of the early '80s.
In Russia, the largest of the Soviet
republics, officlals estimate that de-
fense work accounts for over half of

no new pro-

a

pen Arms

Beymi 'flie
Soviet Union

Sion on

total output
mer Lening
menls and
¢ceed 70 percent

Lur,rly |n‘.ac:
re of their

¢ coup, that

y the break
ns belween re

mrrcrl of

Cirs may not rt.llm‘ the u in !‘m \o\'x
Unlon, they already are — or th
account for the total
n of sewing machines,
d video recorders.
cal reform possible, in
an uonnmy that is already slated to
Y 17 percent in | alone?
resident Borls Yeltsin an.
reform plan
alled for freeinp
the end of the year, Mas-

Soviet pro

nn'm'rd
'wo 'M.L'Pﬁ
.II prices

and now Yelt-
sin's advise ing the reforms
could take mo rm\ not weeks,
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When sle said so publicly, a
searcher said the So-
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ntists make only $10 a month
on't let the American and
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Soviet Autumn:

This is the last in a series of eight articles exp.
that reporter Jon Sawyer encountered du
tour of the Soviet Union and
By Jon Sawyer
Post-Dispatch Washington Bureau

MOSCO
MERICANS WHO showed up here in -September for
a conferance on U.S.-Soviet relations got a cold-shower
lesson in how quickly, and how much, Soviet perspec-
es have changed.

The meeting, sponsored by the American
tional Leadership, brought together acade
officials, journalists and businessmen The idea w,
about issues of mutual inte
Regional issues” gned topic for one panel of
Americans, among them this reporter. The platter looked full: the Middle
East peace conference, Afghanistan, the Persian Gulf, Cuba and southern
Africa and Eastern Europe.

The agenda, as the Americans understood it, lasted maybe five
minutes,

It wasn't that the Soviet delegation didn't want (o discuss egional
{ssues.” They did. But the regional issues they had in mind were Soviet
Georgia, Nagorno-Karabakh, the Ukraine and a dozen other domestic
uproars, stretching from the Baltic coast to the Pacific Kuriles

For these representative Soviet citizens, obsessed and numbed by the
spiraling disintegration of their country, the Middle ght have been
the man on the moo

And so it went, during a month's reporting tour through Moscow and St
Petersburg, Kiev and the three new Baltic republics — a ruaning
encounter with a soclety and people thatare dysfunctional. disoriented
and open, incredibly open, to change.

Dysfunctional? You bet.

Pay telephones and subway rides co
3_324.;oaau_w;m:u.xo?nr

enter for Interna-

! 15 Kopecks, a steal at less than
coins have all disappeared, and

S

Soviet Union

The Lights Are Going Out

hones and subway machines won't accept anything else.

A light bulb goes dark at the apartment of a friend and she
explains, a little sheepishly, how she gets ne! bulbs: She takes
the dead one to work and trades it there, surreptitiously, for
one that works.

What's special about a Soviet automobile? The stubs,
where windshield wipers ought to be.

Dri iper blades inside. They protect them
like crown jewels and put them on only for a real rain. Anyone
{ool enough to leave the blades on, unattended, risks immedi-
ate theft — and why not, in an economy where replacement
blades simply don't exist?

No one goes anywhere without the “a vos ka,"a lcose-
meshed string bag “just in case” you happen on something to
buy. The two cardinal rules: Don't shop for a particular item;
ou'll never find it. But be ready, always, to buy what you can.

You can't count anymore on Beryozka dollar stores. That's where
tourists and others with access to hard currency buy cheeses, wines and
other goods lang since vanished from regular stores. But most Beryozka
stores have quit taking credit cards: Too many people are ripping them
off with stolen cards. and they lack the computers they need to verify the
cards.

Will The Center Hold

Are the Soviet people disoriented?

Consider an evening with Andrel Kortunov, director of foreign policy at
the Institute of U.S.A. and Canada Studies and a rising star of the Soviet
intellectual establishment.

Kortunov and his wife live in the Ukraine Hotel, a Stalin-era wedding-
cake moastrosity on the banks of the Moscow River. Its multiple wings
and cul-de-sac halls have housed foreign journalists, diplomats and

See SOVIET, Page 4
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In the Ukraine, particularly, where national
elections take place Dec. 1, defiant voices still
ring loudest

Take the issue of agriculture. The Ukraine
now projects a shortfall of 30 u.f.?...u_ in the 1991
harvest, said Volodymir Pylypchuk, head of the
Ukrainian parliame mittee on economic
reform, and plans to feed its people first.

“We're prepared to fulfill our obligations to
other republics, ¢
said, “but we can't go be ond that jc.n won't
be any surplus.”

There won't be any shipments, pe
warned if Moscow doesn't come up with better
payment than rubles. “The ruble is getting
cheaper and cheaper and we don't want to ac-
ceptit,” he said. “If we sell grain for this unreli-
able currency there's no guarantee we can use it.
The ruble no | . The ruble is
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lics, a model for which there is no
successful historical precedent. The
republics see an increasingly resur-
gent Russia, and do not like it.

And with the possible exceptions of
Russia and the now-free Baltic states,
no government of a Soviet republic
can lay claim to the legitimacy, and

~ authority, of democratic election.

The Communist officials who
helped Iead Eastern Europe to free-
dom two years ago had the same prob-
lem. Many appear, in retrospect, to
have been true democrats. All are

~ gone, swept away in a tide of public

revulsion against all things Red.
Leonid Kravchuk of the Ukraine,

these men, before they positioned
themselves as naticnalists, were Com-

- munist time-servers first. As, of

course, were Gorbachev and Yellsin.
~ “All these people were part of the
‘system,' " Legveld said. “They may

t be there six months from now. We
organize our policy around an-

different." R i
_ Francis S. Ronalds Jr., a Voice of
merican veteran who has tracked
oviel affairs for four decades, tells of
n encounter this fall with a taxi driv-
typical" Ru
a passion f try.
about the birch trees th
g, this d ‘v.e_l;[ﬁ%pndg_d
€ poem by Serge
L obscure Russian

hat obs

him

ticipated outcomes because what we
t- ‘g%gnti,cipa(e may turn out drastically

they

anything has changed.' "

Or try this, from St. Petersburg,
where Marina Salye is chairman of
the local parliament’s emergency
food committee. She is also a fierce
critic, from the democratic left, of St.
Petersburg Mayor Anatoly Sobchak —
a darling of the west for his stand last
August against the coup.

Sobchak continues to surround him-
self with the same defense industry
officials who pretty much ran things
before the coup, Salye notes. He con-
tinues to ignore the St. Petersburg par-
liament, she adds, and has done noth-
ing to strengthen local prosecutors

‘Nursultan Nazarbayev of Kazakhstan/~ and judges. Vodka has been rationed

here for months, for example, with
purchasers required to show a special
government-issued coupon, Counter-
feit coupons are sold openly in state
stores, Salye said. Sales of vodka dur-
ing September equaled 193 percent of
the legal coupon quota. Local prosecu-
tors, waiting on Sobchak’s direction,

‘have done nothing.

- IU'shard to say what's more remark-

- able — Salye's bill of particulars
against Mayor Sobchak, or the fact

thatshe feels so free, in the new Soviet
Union, to make them.

What happened this August was “an
easy victory," she warned. She com-
pared l‘to@_ga_gdener dlggin,
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’ Story and Photos by Jon Sawyer
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determined 1o search out a future, for thelr famiiles and
1

lh:;'rscnzulr:;,:y-.ho)c people, all 290 million of them, are
siitlng with Marina ot her synthesizer, trylng lo make the
music of thelr lives fit the movements of performers who
cannot hear,

They Improvise, the lraveler concludes, as best they can
— ond often, It appears, nmurllny.ly well. .

At the Russian Museum In St Petersburg, & treasure
house of Russian art and culture, curator Natalya
Kozyreva spends her days polsed between the sublime

and the absurd.

* ST.LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

See SOVIETS, Page 14
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Chlef of grapdic arts here, she oversees a collec-
tion of 40,000 works, most of them crammed Into
cablnets In the three tiny rooms she shares with her
statt of nlne, They have been working for more than
0 year on two major shows, one a survey of old
Russian art and (he other an exhibit devoled to
Fllonov, a lowering figure of early 20th-century
graphicsan. .

“Everything has been woaderfully done,” Kozyr-
eva sald. “Bul since January we have been working
and we cannot get a catalog done. There's no paper!
Every day, sitting In that office, we talk about paper
and nothing else.”

Kozyreva sald the museum’s commerclal depuly
director had scoured (be Soviet Unlon. She found six
tons of very good paper for poster reproductions —
Kozyreva won't say exaclly where; “it's almost a
stale secrel”™ — but nothing sultabdle for catalogs.

The big museums of Washington, New York and
Amsterdam bave [n recent years bulll handsome
shows around the master works In Kozyreva's files,
from book iltustrations of the 19th-century Russian
reallst school to the post-impressionlst abstracts of
Malevich, Kendinsky and Fllonov, The Louvre may
open a speclal department for works on loan from
Kiev.

For people here with a professional Interest in
Russla's art heritage, these developments are prom-
Ising. but only a start.

“We need everylhing,” Kozyreva sald, from spe-
clol packing crutes for transporting art (o beller
storage facilities to the money required (o bulld
space bere for permacently exhiblting (he best of
the graphics collection.

And, pot least, paper, g‘J:]osy and thick,

Shakh Feremuzov, o Muslim farmer from the
autonomous reglon of Daghestan In southern Russla,
showed up this fall in S, Petersburg the same as
always, dishiog out pickled gariles and eggplants
from huge shipplng barrels al the open market oa
Torzhkovsky Street.
For Feremuzov and his extended famlly, most of
them here with bim, the polltical tremors ia Mascow
remain distant. The prices they pay for fuel and
clothes and sugar have soared, but so have thelr
own: The garlic that wenl for 10 rubles a kilo last fall
£oes for 20 now,

“Is It better In America or here?” Feremuzov

10 know, peppering o visitor with questions,

you have unemployed
ore

il le there? What na-
In America?
there?™

peop!
t falth are you? Are there

His own reglon Is peaceful and should remaln so,
Feremuzov predicts, even though It Is close by Azer-
balfan and Georgls, two areas that have already
weathered ethnle strife.

“We are a friendly people,” he insists. “Every-
thing will work out.*

(8]

Alla Bukharin runs a makeshift lab at a chil-
dren’s polyclinic In St. Petersburg, where she llves
with her husband and their S-year-old son, Kostya.
Like most Russians, she spends her days scrounging
for food and dreaming of a larger apartment.

“I's almost an eplc,” she laughs, after describing
{helr elaborate efforts to “trade™ for housing In a
better part of lown, Deals are going down, with cash
transfers unheard of even a year ago, despile the
fact (hat legal title to property remalns, for most
people, Impossidle

“What we have,” Bukharin sald, "Is a real estate
markel where people are buylngand selllng some-
thing that doesn't belong o them."

Bukharin has redoubled her apartment search In
recent months, after a woman was found stabbed to
death In the weed-filled vacan! lots between the
dreary concrete-block high-rises where the Bukhar-
inslive. Crime Is much discussed here but s nothing
yet like the norm even for American suburbs. The
murder was nonetheless, of course, a shock,

The pedistrician resches Into her purss and pulls
out @ large aercsol can of mace. The label reads
“Tear Gas/Chemical Defense Weapon.™ The manu.
facturer? Security Equipment Corp,, Sabre Division,
St. Louls, Mo,

Alla Bukharin's frlend Alexander Kan Is a part-
time fazz critic, part-time Interpreter for fournalists,
Kan's work gives him access to dollars; he and hls
wile live well. To an outsider, hls prospects, now
hat the Soviet Unlon Is opening up, 100k boundless.

And yet Kan may leave. He has talked with an
I I lawyer in P Is exploring the
technical requirements for a visa and says he may
emigrate even If It means settling for & routline
clerical job,

“We all felt this Incredible euphoria back In Ay.
RusL," ke sald, “but It was short-lived. The lines are
still bere, The bureaucrals are the same, And who
knows what the winter will bring?*

Talking with Kan, this reporter was reminded of
traveling In South Africa a year ago — surely the
most hopeful period In o generatlon for thal trou-
bled country. Yet its best and brightest, black and
white, were unlted In thelr dreams of escape, of
taking thelr talents and starting fresh in some place
hnt was not, In thelr eyes, foredoomed.

You see that same cespalr, often, neross the
Soviet Unlea, But Just s often you find people
making do, making eals, making the best of (hese
worst of times, <

One such determined optimist ks Nikolal Kulikov,
2 39.year-old dentist In Moscow with an ambitious
scheme to open a dental clinte for children,

Kullkov and his partners plan (o stress preventive
care and will offer thelr services free of chatge.
Thelr profits will come on Lhe side, through the sale
of water-plis and similar devices that they hope to
publicize through thelr clinlc work,

The clinic Itself will be situated just around the
corner from Kulikov's home In central Moscow, on
the first floor of a bullding that before August
housed the nelghborhood Communist party. Kulikov
went to the Moscow clty government and got per-
missicn to take it over, at nominal rent, for five
years. The papers were signed on Aug. 21, the duy
the coup collapsed.

Kullkov says that In thase tense three days of the
coup, he went down to the Russian White House and
Jolned the defense.

“You can Imagine my feelings,” this budding
eatrepreneur sald, “It's true 1 was just beginning,
but I had all my plans in my mind. When 1 saw this
coup happen, I was shocked. ! went down there to
protect my future, my dream.”

0

Vakhtang Ketchekmadze, an English teach.
er In Klev, was rattling off prices, the dizylng
Increase In the cost of vegelables and other staples
as he ruble nose dives day by day. He offered this
explanation of the relationshlp among the ruble, the
dollar and the Britlsh pound:
do;IA pound of nicely dried rubles,” he sald, “costs a

ar,"

For Saviet citizens struggling through these days
of tumult and confuslon, the last, best refuge is
humor,

Yurl Andreyev, a defense conversion officlal, was
talking nbout GOSPLAN, the Soviet central planning
agency, and how Its ineptitude had dragged down
the country’s economy. To make his palal, he clted a
fictitious May Day military parade through Red
Square.

“There were all these huge missiles and then a
£roup of little men, carrylng briefcases,” Andreyev
sald. “Leond Erezhnev tures to his defense minlster
and says, “Who's that?' *

The mialster replies: ““They are our most de-
structive weapon — GOSPLAN,'

Or conslder the fate of poor Lenin In his glass
tomb on Red Square, His statues have been toppled
lh‘roughuul the emplre, hls name $o tarnished that
Western news media accepled uncritically the spoof
report that his corpse was up for sale,

Don't fret about keeplng Lenln in hls Red Square
tomb, 8 Muscovite says. Just add three letlers to the
LENIN that runs across Its front In gloat eyrlilie
letters.

“Make It LENINISM Instead,” she sald. “Have |y
mark the of the entlre 7]




