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In Search of Home by Greg Constantine and Stephanie Hanes

Educator’s Guide

About the Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting:

The Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting supports in-depth coverage of international affairs, focusing on topics that have been under-reported or not reported at all. Its honors include an Emmy for new approaches to news and documentaries and awards from the National Press Foundation, the National Press Club, and the Society of Professional Journalists. The Center’s Global Gateway program engages directly with high school and university students, building a constituency among younger audiences for quality global news coverage. Established in 2006, the Pulitzer Center is recognized as a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. To learn more, please visit http://pulitzercenter.org.

Overview of In Search of Home
In Search of Home, an e-book project of the Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting, is a multimedia exploration of the global phenomenon of statelessness. Stateless people do not have citizenship to any country, a human rights crisis that affects an estimated 12 million people worldwide.  The book focuses on the Rohingya from Burma, the Nubians of Kenya, and people of Haitian descent living in the Dominican Republic.  

The stateless are not exactly refugees. Often they are living in a country they consider to be their own. But for a variety of reasons, whether rooted in religion or ethnicity or some other cause, they are unable to obtain citizenship in the country where they live, or anywhere else. This limbo can leave people unable to access education, work in the legal economy, health benefits and more. 

In Search of Home features the stunning photography of Greg Constantine and eloquent essays by Stephanie Hanes. Constantine, based in Bangkok, has been reporting on this issue for six years, with support from organizations such as Refugees International, the Open Society Institute and the United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR), as well as the Pulitzer Center. Hanes has reported for Pulitzer Center from Africa and Latin America. Her work has appeared in the Baltimore Sun, the Christian Science Monitor, Smithsonian and other outlets.

Selected Screen Shots from In Search of Home
In Search of Home is an e-book that can be read using the Apple iPad and it is available on the Apple iBookstore.  The book is 49 pages and contains interactive maps as well full-color photographs and slideshows.  It also has an interactive world map where readers can learn more about the statelessness crisis. Other features include the ability to highlight text, take and catalogue notes, and search the text.
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Before Reading In Search of Home
In Search of Home captures the stories of the stateless.  Although the narratives focus on stories from men and women in Burma, the Dominican Republic, and Kenya, the book is a jumping point for analyzing issues of immigration in the United States and around the world.  For example, In Search of Home depicts the plight of Dominican-born Haitians denied full citizenship for generations because of their ethnicity.  Questions of identity as it relates to citizenship in In Search of Home can be paralleled to discussions about the DREAM Act, comprehensive immigration reform, and definitions of “nationality.”   

Students can begin to think about complex concepts like citizenship prior to reading In Search of Home by defining the term relative to their own experiences:
· What is citizenship?  How do you get it?
· What does citizenship give you?  How do you see the benefits of citizenship in your daily lives?
· Why do you think you need citizenship?
· What do you think would happen if someone lost their citizenship? 
· Why would countries need to give citizenship?  Why would they take it away?
While Reading In Search of Home
In Search of Home contains interactive features, photographs, and writing that can engage and develop a range of academic skills for students of all grade levels.  By reading In Search of Home, students can practice recalling facts and statistics, summarizing events, and analyzing cause and effect relationships.

Chapter 1 – Kibera (Kenya):

Chapter 1 provides a look into the history of the largest slum in Africa, which arose on land granted to Nubians by the British in 1917. The chapter also explores the international movement to secure a home for stateless people.

· What physical or emotional problems do you think stem from being stateless? 
· What does this quotation mean to you: "All citizenship is not created equal." 
· What do the photographs bring to the story that the text can't?
· What if technically you have citizenship, but you can't access the same rights as your compatriots? Are you still a citizen? What defines someone as a citizen of a country?
Chapter 2 - Origins:

This chapter looks at the origins of statelessness and the politics of identity. On page 17, there is an interactive map where students can explore global statistics about the statelessness crisis. 

· Talk about how statelessness began. Who, or what, do you think is to blame?
· Look at the map of global statelessness. Where is it most and least concentrated?  
· The distinction between stateless people and refugees is often misunderstood. What's the difference? Why do you think people might have trouble making this distinction?
· It’s estimated that between 12-15 million people worldwide do not belong to any country. "Statelessness is the most forgotten human rights problem in the world." Why do you think this is the case? How could it be remedied?
· What sorts of obstacles stand in the way of getting statistics of statelessness?  
Chapter 3 – Erased (Dominican Republic):

Chapter 3 focuses on the Dominican Republic, where the government has denied citizenship to sugar plantation workers who emigrated from Haiti as well as their Dominican-born children. The chapter starts by telling the story of Yuly Paredes, a young man trying to break into Major League Baseball, who was denied the necessary papers because “he looked like he could be Haitian.” On page 28, a slideshow provides glimpses of “los braceros”.

· What moved you about Yuly Paredes' story? 
· How did the relationship between Haiti and the Dominican Republic evolve over the years? How did that affect relations between the two countries? 
· What was the parsley massacre? Was it an effective way of defining citizenship?
· Why did Haitians cross the border to the Dominican Republic even though they knew they would face discrimination there? 
· How did the statelessness issue create emotional problems within families? 
· What is the difference between a "jus soli" and a "jus sanguinis" citizenship policy? Which does the U.S. employ? If you were in charge of a country, which would you use? What problems and benefits would each pose?
· Jean went the press after her law school wouldn't give her the degree she'd earned. Was that a good idea? What could have gone wrong? What do you think about Jean’s story?
· Consider this quotation "She's like an animal to the government. Not even an animal. To sell pigs I had to sign papers. Now they have papers, my pigs. But my baby is born and they don't want to give her any documents." Why would a government give papers to animals and not people?
· [Author Stephanie Hanes] wrote that the group she met with "came across as surprisingly not bitter." Why do you think that was the case?
Chapter 4 – Onward (Burma/Myanmar):

This chapter looks into the stories of the Rohingya, called by some the most oppressed people in the world. The Rohingya are a Muslim group originally from western Burma, but since 1948, Burma has waged war, both through regulations and violence, against the group. 250,000 Rohingya have escaped to Bangladesh, where they are also denied citizenship.

· What is the "maze" of statelessness? How does it apply to each group - the Rohingya, the Nubians, the Haitians?
· How do beliefs about land and ownership in Africa differ from those in the West? Is it sensible for Western ideas of boundaries and borders to translate across the globe?
· Kenya’s new constitution has an explicit goal to eliminate statelessness. If something is made law, does that mean the problem is over? Why or why not? How might stateless people still need assistance despite the laws?
· Why does land matter so much? Do you have something that matters to you or your family that you associate with your identity?
What to do after reading In Search of Home
Post-book assignments could include:

· Write an essay on immigration issues (Are there stateless people in your communities? What problems might they be facing?)
· Create a photo essay about what citizenship means to you
· Interview a family member, teacher, friend or community member who immigrated from another country and write about what citizenship means to them.
If you do a post-reading assignment, please let us know. We’d love to feature select assignments on our site.

In Search of Home by Greg Constantine and Stephanie Hanes

Feedback Sheet for Educators and Students

Please fill out this sheet and return it to the Pulitzer Center staff member. Your feedback will be extremely helpful to us in designing our next e-books! If you run out of space and have further thoughts, please email cdangelo@pulitzercenter.org.

1. Do you think this book helped you understand statelessness and citizenship? (Circle one)


YES



NO

2. Do you like using e-books in the classroom and for homework? (Circle one)


YES



NO

3. How much did you find the interactive components o[image: image7.png]== Pulitzer Center
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f the e-book to be helpful? (Circle one)

Very Helpful              Helpful                 Neutral           They were distracting             I didn’t use them

4. How interested are you in reading another e-book on a global issue? (Circle one)
     Very Interested               Interested                       Neutral                     Not Interested



5. Please let us know in the space below any additional thoughts or comments you have as what you enjoyed about the e-book and how we can make these e-books better.

(You can fill out this form on Socrative with SOC#: 1181651.)
I would rather read a print book on global issues		





School:





Grade:
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But as the Nubians say, all citizenship is not ereated equal

‘What if your country calls you a citizen, but you can’t access the same
rights as your compatriots? Many statelessness advocates will say that
this may be “de facto” statelessness, a condition just as dire as more
clear-cut “legal” statelessness. But where does the line fall between
and someone who has faced discrimination?
And if that line blurs, as some academies claim, does the term
“Stateless” get so broad, encompassing the millions of people across
their human rights, that it s essentially
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And that is only the beginning of the maze.

What is this nation state business, anyhow? It is a relatively recent and
fairly Western concept that a state, a political entity with borders on a
map, exists to provide righ n, the people and culture that
make its identity. The face of Africa is scarred with the arguably
misguided efforts to form these sort of entities over an carth that had
quite set and different rules, borders, and ideas about land, ethnicity,
and belonging; ideas that did not always fit with the liberal Western
concepts coating the colonial period
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‘The ambiguous plight of the Nubians, then—their tales of exclusion
and belonging, of land and culture and international recognition
perhaps more representative of the sprawling, amorphous
statelessness movement than any clear case of state-sanctioned,
legal injustice.
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