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3.4 - First Half of Your Personal Narrative 

 

OPENER  - Look at the rubric for the New York Times Personal Narrative Contest, which I will use to 
grade \our project, and which the NYTimes will use to determine winners.  

Guidelines: No more than 600 words! 

1. Which part of this rubric seems easiest for \ou to do well 
with? 

NaUUaWiYe aUc I feeO OiNe Whe e[SeUieQce ZaV UeaOO\ cOeaU aQd I WhiQN iW ZaV 
UeVROYed.  
 
 
 
 

2. Which part seems most important, and wh\? 
The OaQgXage becaXVe Whe deWaiOV aUe VXSeU iPSRUWaQW WR SXW SeRSOe iQ 
\RXU VhReV. 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Which part of the rubric seems most challenging? 
KeeSiQg Whe VWRU\ VhRUW aQd ViPSOe bXW VWiOO deVcUibiQg ZhaW haSSeQed aQd 
hRZ I gUeZ fURP WheUe.  

CLASS ACTIVITY - Our Writing Schedule and the Arc of a Stor\  

Writing Schedule // Deadlines: 
Monda\, November 9th  - E[SRViWiRQ, CRQfOicW, aQd RiViQg AcWiRQ (fiUVW haOf Rf dUafW dXe) 
Thursda\, November 12th  - COiPa[, FaOOiQg AcWiRQ, aQd ReVROXWiRQ (cRPSOeWed dUafW dXe) 
Monda\, November 16th  - IQcRUSRUaWe FeedbacN fURP MV. NaWaOi\a aQd ReYiVe (fiQaO dUafW dXe) 
Tuesda\, November 17th  - FiQaO da\ WR VXbPiW \RXU SeUVRQaO QaUUaWiYe WR Whe  
                                              NeZ YRUN TiPeV YRXWh PeUVRQaO NaUUaWiYe CRQWeVW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/02/learning/our-2nd-annual-personal-narrative-writing-contest.html


 

Example of Exposition, Conflict, and Rising Action 

 

What makes this a strong opening? What does the exposition reveal? What is the conflict? 

The\ XVed Whe ZRUdV ³\RX´ PaNiQg iW VeeP OiNe he¶V WaONiQg WR Whe UeadeU. The e[SRViWiRQ UeYeaOV WhaW Whe\ 
didQ¶W haYe a ORW Rf PRQe\. The cRQfOicW iV ViQce Whe\ didQ¶W haYe PRQe\ Whe VWRUe WROd ePSOR\eeV QRW WR acceSW 
checNV fURP WheP.  
 

Plan Your Opening 

HOOK - how will \ou grab the reader's attention right awa\? 

AV Whe QRiVeV Rf UROOeUcRaVWeUV aQd VcUeaPV faded aZa\, Ze ZaONed bacN WR RXU caU VSeaNiQg iQ RXU fiUVW 
OaQgXage abRXW Whe fRRd Ze MXVW aWe aQd Whe fXQ Ze MXVW had. BXW Ze QRWiced \RX cRQWiQXed WR ORRN bacN aQd 
VWaUe XQWiO fiQaOO\ \RX decided eQRXgh ZaV eQRXgh. YRX WXUQed, ³ThiV iV APeUica, \RX Qeed WR VSeaN EQgOiVh. 
NRbRd\ eOVe iV VSeaNiQg a diffeUeQW OaQgXage. YRX cRXOd be WaONiQg abRXW Pe fRU aOO I NQRZ´  
 

EXPOSITION - what essential information does the reader need to know in the beginning? 

We aUe OeaYiQg Vi[ fOagV aQd Ze aUe haYiQg a cRQYeUVaWiRQ RQ hRZ Ze Qeed WR cRPe PRUe RfWeQ WRgeWheU 
becaXVe iW ZaV VR PXch fXQ. We¶Ue aOPRVW WR Whe SaUNiQg ORW aQd Ze QRWice Whe faPiO\ a cRXSOe feeW aZa\ fURP 
XV cRQWiQXe WR WXUQ aURXQd aQd ORRN aW XV ZheQeYeU Ze VSRNe.  
 

CONFLICT - what is the conflict/problem in \our piece, and how will \ou reveal it to the reader? 

The ZRPeQ decided WR WeOO XV WhaW ViQce Ze ZeUe iQ APeUica Ze cRXOdQ¶W VSeaN VSaQiVh. TeOOiQg XV WhaW 
EQgOiVh iV ZhaW iV VXSSRVed WR be VSRNeQ iQ APeUica becaXVe QRW eYeU\RQe XQdeUVWaQdV SSaQiVh. 
 

RISING ACTION - what will happen next in response to the conflict, leading to the climax? 

We OefW Vi[ fOagV iQ ViOeQce aQd iQ Whe OaWeU da\V, ZeeNV aQd PRQWhV I UefXVed WR VSeaN VSaQiVh aQd I ZRXOd feeO 
aVhaPed ZheQeYeU P\ gUaQdSaUeQWV Vaid VRPeWhiQg iQ VSaQiVh.  


