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“Looking back: Legacy of slavery limited opportunities at Post-Dispatch and 

beyond” by Linda Lockhart, pgs 62-64 

 

Excerpt “More than 40 years ago, the American Society of News Editors challenged 

the news industry to achieve racial parity by the year 2000. Since 1978, an 

annual survey has shown “that while there has been progress, the racial 

diversity of newsrooms does not come close to the fast-growing diversity in 

the U.S. population as a whole,” the organization reported. In September 

2018, ASNE found that people of color represented 23 percent of the 

workforce in U.S. newsrooms that responded to the survey. While the 

percentage may appear encouraging, the society said the number of 

newsrooms responding to the survey hit a historic low, with a response rate 

of about 17 percent, or 293 newsrooms of the 1,700 queried for the survey 

submitted information. This rate of 23 percent should not be generalized to 

interpret the landscape of the U.S. journalism industry as a whole, the 

society noted, because the responses were not drawn from a random 

sample. The survey has historically relied on a convenience sample from 

organizations that volunteer to participate. But what happens in 

newsrooms where there is little or no diversity? Where is the diversity of 

thought and news judgment when considering what stories to tell and how 

to best tell them?... Pondering today the legacy of slavery in the United 

States on the news industry is to consider equally the same legacy on the 

education of African American children who are undereducated and 

mis-educated by teachers who continue to pre-judge their abilities. And on 

the injustice system that perpetuates the school-to-prison pipeline that 

disproportionately leads African American youth and young adults from 

disadvantaged backgrounds to become incarcerated. That legacy is that all 

of us continue losing out by limiting opportunities for significant portions 

of our population. It is a loss not only for African Americans. It is a loss for 

all of humanity.” 

Key Names, 

Dates, and 

Terms 

Surname, Ancestors, Immigrants, Census data, Anti-literacy laws, African 

diaspora, Phillis Wheatley,  Ida B. Wells Barnett  

Supplemental 

Texts 

“Ida B. Wells won the Pulitzer. Here’s why that matters.” by Sarah L. Silkey 

in the Washington Post 
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Guiding 

Questions 

● What are some legacies of slavery that impact the present 

experiences of African American families? 

● Why do those descended from enslaved people have difficulty 

tracking their ancestral roots? 
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● How were anti-literacy laws used to control enslaved people? 

● Why are Black journalists significant to the field of journalism and 

to our society? 

● Why are diverse newsrooms important? 

● What connection does the legacy of slavery have with the news 

industry, the education system, and the criminal justice system in 

the U.S.? 

 


