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OPENER : Look at the rubric for the New York Times Personal Narrative Contest, which | will

use to grade your project, and which the NYTimes will use to determine winners.

Guidelines: No more than 600
words!

1. Which part of this rubric seems easiest for you to do well with?

2. Which part seems most important, and why?

3. Which part of the rubric seems most challenging?

This worksheet was created by Nataliya Braginsky as part of the fall 2020 Pulitzer Center Teacher Fellowship program on Arts, Journalism,

and Justice.



https://int.nyt.com/data/documenttools/learning-network-narrative-contest-rubric-2020/fd2f84e8d4949e6e/full.pdf
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CLASS ACTIVITY - The Arc of a Story

Today'’s Focus: Exposition, Conflict, and Rising Action

Clemax

Example of Exposition, Conflict, and Rising Action

Jitmey Jungle, wou filled our cart with cream of mushroom soup,
At tuna, tame-brand wheat bread., and a ng bhottle ol aff-brand
cranberry juice. | asked you if 1 could get the latest issuwe of Right On!
magazine because Salt-N-Pepa were on the cover, You toald e vou'd ot me
a subsc .'I|'llil n to the magazine in & few months when I rurned 13, so 1 Just
resad it while we waited in line, When we walked up o the checkowt, I pue
all the feod on the conveyor bele and watched it glide aweay from vus. Behind
the cashier, pinned o a board, were a number of checks and Xeroxes of
licenses, with the words DO NOT ACCEPT NAN CHECE FROM THESE
CUSTOMERS in all caps. A Xerox of vour leense and one of vour cheeks
from Trustmark was in the middle of the board. Your check looked like the

undisputed champion of bounced checks at Jimmey Jungls

What makes this a strong opening? What does the exposition reveal? What is the conflict?

This worksheet was created by Nataliya Braginsky as part of the fall 2020 Pulitzer Center Teacher Fellowship program on Arts, Journalism,
and Justice.
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Plan Your Opening

HOOK - how will you grab the reader's attention right away?

EXPOSITION - what essential information does the reader need to know in the beginning?

CONFLICT - what is the conflict/problem in your piece, and how will you reveal it to the reader?

RISING ACTION - what will happen next in response to the conflict, leading to the climax?

This worksheet was created by Nataliya Braginsky as part of the fall 2020 Pulitzer Center Teacher Fellowship program on Arts, Journalism,
and Justice.
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INDEPENDENT WORK: Now that you have done some planning, write the first half of your
piece. Reminder, your completed piece cannot be longer than 600 words (about one page single
spaced). So, the first half of your piece (your hook, exposition, conflict, and rising action) should
be about 300 words.

This worksheet was created by Nataliya Braginsky as part of the fall 2020 Pulitzer Center Teacher Fellowship program on Arts, Journalism,
and Justice.



